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Newsletter:  

July 2021 
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk  

As you will read below your Society con�nues to be as ac�ve as ever, constantly reac�ng to 

events and taking the ini�a�ve with new projects. The diverse riches of Beverley with its historic 

buildings and commons, markets, events and fes�vals never cease to amaze me. We are indeed 

fortunate to live here. It is not only the physical that requires our constant a%en�on, but we 

should act also as a s�mulus to the Community of which we are part. Hopefully in the not too 

distant future we may once again return to face to face mee�ngs and events; restoring the 

human contact and interac�on which is lacking with the virtual mee�ngs, however helpful such 

means of communica�on may be. In the mean�me; I hope you all enjoy the approaching 

summer.  

Dick Lidwell 

Chairman’s Remarks 

Hot from the Press!Hot from the Press!Hot from the Press!Hot from the Press!    
 

Your Society has just published a new book, using documents from Leconfield, Wressle, and 

Beverley with pictures from many European sources to illustrate the epicurean glories of late 

medieval and early Tudor grandees, the entertainments in their great East Riding houses and 

the contemporaneous Beverley fes�vals. 76pp & 83 colour pictures: £10 or £13 with UK 

postage. Please order via the contact tab of website beverleycivicsociety.co.uk        

Payment instruc�ons sent on receipt of order. 
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Planning Ma�ers 

Summer�me tends to produce an increase in planning applica�ons, both domes�c and 

commercial. Although it has been reported that na�onally there has been a drop, in Beverley it is 

business as usual. The public o:en isn’t aware of applica�ons as unfortunately for some �me 

now neighbours do not receive no�fica�ons. Site no�ces are displayed on nearby lamp posts/

structures, but these are not always well sited, or spo%ed by passers-by. There appears to be a 

policy developing by Central Government that the public should be checking on-line constantly to 

be informed; hardly a sensible or realis�c approach. 

 

HMG Planning reforms: 

The Government con�nues to make frequent announcements on its inten�ons to reform the 

planning system, and your planning group tries to keep up with the machina�ons. What the final 

policies will be remain in doubt, as opposi�on to many aspects grows, but major changes will 

inevitably take place and will most likely be to the detriment of public involvement (see above). 

We need to remain vigilant. 

 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Local Plan Review: 

The current adopted Local Plan is subject to review, and will cover the period up to 2039. The 

documents are a substan�al read, and may be found at: 

h%ps://www.eastriding.gov.uk/planning-permission-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-

the-local-plan/local-plan-update/  

From first reading the 

housing alloca�on for 

Beverley remains almost as 

per the adopted current plan; 

see the image of the plan 

adjacent. The Society’s 

planning group is having a 

discussion on the proposals 

as part of their next regular 

mee�ng with the Head of 

Planning and the Senior 

Conserva�on Officer on  

1 July, and will make 

comments in due course. 

 

A public event to view the 

plans and talk to officers has 

been adver�sed to take place 

on Wednesday 14 July 2021, 

from 12:00pm - 19:00pm at 

the Beverley Leisure Centre, 

Flemingate, Beverley  

HU17 0LT. A list of other loca�ons may be found on ERYC’s website as above. Any comments on 

the Review need to be submi%ed by Friday 6 August 2021. 
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Long Lane Developments: 

Readers may be aware of the latest planning applica�on for the area East of Long Lane. Ref: 

21/01492/STPLF | Erec�on of 306 dwellings with 

access from Woodmansey Mile and associated 

infrastructure, open space and landscaping and 

installa�on of bollards to Long Lane, Beverley. 

One of the major issues is the proposal by the 

developer, Bellway Homes, for access to the site 

from the Woodmansey Mile (as per the Local 

Plan), but to close Long Lane to through traffic 

allowing only pedestrians, cyclists and horses to 

proceed north and south. The Society is seeking 

clarifica�on as this proposal is different from the 

adopted Master Plan for the area. See picture at 

right. The design of the estate is again poor, and 

follows the usual pa%ern adopted by major 

house builders everywhere around the country. Comments need to be lodged by Tuesday 6
 
July 

via ERYC’s Planning’s Public Access Website.     

Dick Lidwell 

Traffic Chaos! 
 

This picture is worth a thousand words. We all 

suffer from out-of-control of traffic in town. 

Enforcement needs to be taken seriously: 

cameras would help to prosecute HGVs ignoring 

the rules, and the vans, cars and bicycles that go 

through the pedestrian precinct. There should 

be size and weight limits even on lorries 

delivering. A 20 mph limit across the historic 

area would make life be%er for all. Pedestrians 

are the least favoured Beverlonians, and need 

the disintegra�ng pavements to be at least as well maintained as the roads.  

 

There is a growing traffic problem, increased by the large number of new houses: we need a 

comprehensive traffic plan, which was promised a:er Minster Way was built, but has not yet 

been published.             Barbara English 

Photo courtesy Mike Farrimond 

Street Name Signs 
 

We currently find many of the street name signs 

in Beverley are falling into disrepair. How do we 

expect visitors and tourists to navigate our 

town? Some of these signs date back to the 60s 

and 70s with a few even painted on wood.   

 

The society con�nues to work with East Riding Council -Street Scene dept. on a programme to 

replace the worst of these signs. We have also iden�fied a few missing signs and will shortly be 

pos�ng signs in  ‘Fish Shambles’ and ‘Playhouse Passage’.               Neil Harris 
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On Thursday 20 July 1843, a clear, calm night, 
the Paddle Steamer Pegasus, sailing south 
from Leith to Hull, struck the Goldstone Rock, 
off Holy Island, just a:er midnight, and sank 
within the hour. The full complement of crew 
and passengers is not known, as records were 
kept only of passengers who had booked in 
advance, but approximately 70 people 
drowned that night, and there were only 6 
survivors, 4 of the crew and two passengers, 
one of whom was Robert Hildyard of Beverley. 
 

Robert (b.1819) was the second son of William 
Hildyard, an assistant curate at the Minster, 
and a master at the Grammar School. On 
leaving school he joined the merchant navy, 
and from evidence he gave to a parliamentary 
inquiry about the sinking, he had completed 
voyages to New South Wales and the East and 
West Indies. In April 1843, he is recorded as 
second mate on the Candidate, sailing to the 
West Indies. It seems likely that he found 
himself on the Pegasus, as the ship he had 
returned on, had docked in the Clyde.  
 

Two days a:er the sinking, Robert gave an 
account of his experiences to the Edinburgh 
Evening Courant: 
I was lying down below at the time the vessel struck. I 
sprang upon deck, ran forward, and looking down the 
forecastle, saw that the vessel was fast filling with 
water. The Captain and mate were then standing on 
the cross bridge; and the order was given, I believe, by 
the Captain, to reverse the engine, which was done. I 
then went aft, and saw the passengers, men and 
women, rushing into the boats. I dropt down into the 
boat on the starboard side, but seeing that the boat 
was overcrowded, and that no one appeared to know 
how to manage her, I thought it would be better to 
remain in the ship, and I clambered up the vessel’s 
side again. This was before the boat swamped. I went 
forward again and saw that the vessel was fast sinking. 
Several passengers were then round the Captain 
asking him what was to be done, but I am not certain of 
the answer he made. The Captain appeared to be very 
cool and collected. I then took off my hat, boots, and 
stockings, and cut off some two or three fathoms of 
rope, intending to lash myself with it to any floating 
thing I might fall in with. I went forward again. The 
Captain was still on the bridge talking to the mate. The 
last words I heard him utter were, as the vessel went 
down, “Great God, look at this.” Before this, two rockets 
and a blue-light had been burnt by order of the mate as 
signals of distress. When the vessel went down, I was 

standing on the after part of the paddle-box. I went 
down with her, and was about half a minute under 
water. While down, I was clutched by the legs by one 
or two drowning people; but I managed to extricate 
myself from them. When I rose to the surface, the top 
part of the funnel was disappearing; the stern of the 
ship was still above water, and I observed some 
women upon it, shrieking and praying. The first thing I 
laid hold of was the accommodation ladder; I got 
astride of it, and pushed it as well as I could to the 
foretopmast, which was then about eight feet above the 
water. … When I came to the topmast, I found the 
carpenter clinging to it. I asked him if there was room 
for two? he said yes. We then managed to lash the 
ladder across the mast with the rope I had secured, 
and thus both of us obtained standing-room. We were 
picked up about half-past six o’clock by the Martello 
steamer. By this time the tide had flowed so fast that 
only two feet of the mast was above the water; and I 
had stripped off the rest of my clothes, thinking that I 
should be driven from the mast by the advancing tide, 
and have to swim to the shore – a task which, as the 
nearest land was about three miles off, in my 
exhausted state I should have had little chance of 
accomplishing.  

 

Almost certainly, it was Robert’s �me as a 
sailor which helped save his life. His 
experiences that night, however, seem to 
have cured his roving nature. Later records 
show him working as a railway clerk, first at 
Spofforth, and then at Carlton Minio%, where 
he died in 1871, aged 53.               Jane Bowen  

A fuller account of the Pegasus and her sinking 
will be found in ‘From Triumph to Tragedy’ to 
be published at the end of the month. 

Robert Hildyard - a Lucky Survivor 
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Tree News 
 

The Tree Group have produced a plan�ng plan for the periphery of the Archery Field and have 

passed it on to be reviewed by the land owners (ERYC). We are hoping to have some news on 

this by September. 
 

We have also wri%en to the eight Primary Schools in Beverley to ask if we can help apply for 

trees for them to plant this autumn. Several were already up to full capacity of trees in their 

grounds, and others were delighted to have the chance to apply to the Woodland Trust for trees 

for the children to plant. 
 

We had a mee�ng in mid June with Beverley Town Council, the Mayor Linda Johnson and 

Stephen Robinson from the HeyWOOD Partnership. Stephen told us that grants are available 

from the East Riding of Yorkshire Tree Plan�ng Fund for private and public landowners and 

community groups to apply for before 31 August. If you know of any such groups or individuals 

(apart from us!) please let us know and we will forward the link.  

Rosie Ryan 

Gilding the Minster Clock 
 

June saw the Minster 

clock being 

overhauled,  with men 

abseiling down from 

the top of the tower to 

gild the clock face. An 

interes�ng way to earn 

a living, but the 

majority of passers-by 

did not feel inclined to 

try it! 

Jane Bowen 

New Elwell Plaque 
 

The Society has updated its 

‘blue plaque’ on Bar House. 

Previously the plaque had 

commemorated Fred Elwell 

R.A.  More recently, 

however, Wendy 

Loncaster’s book and an art 

exhibi�on have highlighted 

the work of his wife, Mary 

Dawson Holmes Elwell, and 

it was considered 

appropriate for the plaque 

to recognise both their 

contribu�ons to Beverley. Photo courtesy of Beverley Life 
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 Everingham Hall Visit  
 

The Society’s visit to Everingham Hall will take place on 

Friday 30
 
July 2021 at 2.30 pm.  

The address is: Everingham Park, Pocklington, YO42 4JA 

and parking is available. 
 

Thank you for your interest in booking a visit. Please see 

below some more details. 
 

The Palladian mansion from circa 1760, is a Georgian 

house built for William Haggerston and remodelled in the 1960s by Francis Johnson. 
 

Our tour takes 90 minutes and includes principal recep�on rooms 

and nearby Chapel of Saints Mary and Everilda, circa 1840, a large 

and impressive Romanesque building with coffered ceiling. 

Everingham Park is of par�cular historical significance, as it retains 

landscape features of the medieval deer park and three periods of 

landscape design in the 18
th

 and early 19
th

 centuries. The celebrated 

adviser Thomas Knowlton from nearby Londesborough planned the 

work carried out in the 1730s-40s. 
 

It is always a special occasion, if the owners welcome visitors into 

their home as well as to see the nearby church. Helen and Philip 

Guest will also provide us with refreshments and there is of course 

the opportunity for a walk in the noteworthy park.  
 

Places are s�ll available, £12 including a:ernoon tea  – please 

request a booking form via email: elapensee@gmx.com    For any queries, please contact Eva La 

Pensée tel. 01482 869609. 
 

Hull General Cemetery Visits: 
There are s�ll places available for these guided walks on Wednesday 14 July at 2.30 pm and 

Saturday 17 July at 10.30 am. £5 dona�on to the Friends of Hull General Cemetery. 

Eva La Pensée  

EVENTS 

Everingham Hall Chapel 

HOD remember remember the 10
th

 of September HOD 

Must See  | Must Do |  All Free  

Beverley is 1300 years old! 


