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Newsletter:  

June 2021 
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk  

Chairman’s Remarks 
 

As I write this on a fresh evening, the trees in their new leaves are being highlighted by the 

se�ng sun, and the birds are singing their early evening tunes; o�en the best �me to hear them, 

especially a�er rain! Surely Spring must be on its way despite the recent inclement weather, to 

be followed a sunny Summer to restore our wellbeing. 
 

This period of lock downs and restric�ons on physical mixing has driven the Society to develop 

new ways of communica�ng to members and delivering mee�ngs with good results. Much credit 

for these successes must be given to our hardworking secretary, Chris Burrows, who, though 

rela�vely new to the role, has energe�cally embraced the ‘New Normal’ with such excellent 

results. Thank you Chris. 

Dick Lidwell 

Planning Ma�ers 

Beverley’s Retail Scene: 

The Society, as a Stakeholder, responded in March to a 

survey conducted by ‘The Retail Group’ for ERYC on a ‘Town 

Centre Recovery Plan’ for Beverley. We await publica�on of 

the results with interest. The approaching summer and 

relaxa�on of pandemic rules has created a ‘buzz’ especially 

with the increase in premises offering pavement ea�ng and 

drinking, including within the enlarged traffic free area of 

Saturday Market. However as our April ar�cle pointed out 

for Beverley to prosper, it will be important to maintain a 

healthy balance between retail and services. 

 Our Spring season of talks and events has now finished. The various sub-commi8ees and 

project groups will con�nue to meet and please remember if you would like to help in any 

of the Execu�ve’s ac�vi�es, please contact Chris Burrows on 01482 866252/079221 48662 

or email: goodtymeshull@hotmail.com 

 

The Society is offering a number of events during the Summer months, designed to re-engage 

with our members in a safe face-to-face manner (see page 6). Also we have a programme of talks 

planned for the Autumn. Time will tell whether these can take place in virtual or physical se�ng. 

 

You can also use the my contact details if you would like to purchase any of our publica�ons or if 

you would like a personalised gi� card for annual membership.   

Chris Burrows 

Secretarial Ma�ers 



2 

 

Westwood Signs: 

Many members con�nue in their objec�on to the erec�on of the large intrusive signs on the 

approach roads onto Westwood. The Society wrote to ERYC objec�ng to these signs on both the 

confusing Highway messages and also their size. We received a reply indica�ng that they weren’t 

Highways signs. We have wri8en again to make the case that should they not be Highways signs, 

they are adver�sements and that planning rules apply especially for such large signs on 

Registered Commons (Westwood is Grade 4*, the highest Historic England grade), and local 

policies include provision for paying special regard to the impact of signs on the environment in 

Conserva�on Areas, and on the amenity and protected landmarks, such as Black Mill. We are 

awai�ng a response. 

 

Beverley Parklands Amenity Land: 

The Society received no�fica�on of an 

applica�on for 43 houses to be built on the 

green open space land to the south of 

Parklands, which at present provides a buffer 

zone to  the approved housing now being 

built north of the Southern Relief Road. For 

details see 21/01330/STPLF on the Public 

Access planning website Any comments 

should be submi8ed by 9
 
June. 

 

Some Updates:  

McCarthy Stone: the company has submi8ed minor amendments and details of materials for the 

Langholm Close re�rement homes. We have repeated our original concerns. 

Killingwoldgraves Lane filling sta0on: following an earlier applica�on refusal, a new one has 

been submi8ed and is ‘pending considera�on’. 

Swinemoor Lane filling sta0on: this applica�on has received a substan�al number of objec�ons 

from residents and organisa�ons including the Civic Society. 

Lakeminster Touring Caravan Holiday Park: this applica�on for 68 sta�c holiday caravans north 

of the exis�ng Lakeminster Park, and south of the Southern Relief Road has been approved. 

            Dick Lidwell 

The green buffer space south of Parklands and of the new 

housing north of the SRR 

Beverley 1300 
 

On 7 May 721 St John of Beverley died. He had been 

bishop of York, but in later years he re�red to his 

monastery in ‘the woods of Deira’ where he was buried. 

Because his tomb was linked to miracles, his remains 

were later taken up from the ground, and on 25 

October ‘translated’ to a shrine at the High Altar. That is 

the date we will celebrate this autumn. 

 

Pilgrims to St John’s shrine came from near and far. On 

arrival they needed shelter, food and drink and some bought keepsakes. So around the Minster 

(mainly to the north, as to the south was Lake Woodmansey) a trading se8lement began, grew, 

and became our town. If John had not le� York, or if he had died elsewhere, we would not have 

had those miracles, those pilgrims, or those traders who fulfilled the pilgrims’ basic needs – we 

might not have had Beverley at all.  
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Some 60 civic society members from all over 

Yorkshire signed in for the Spring Regional 

mee�ng of YHACS which the Society hosted 

(postponed from last year) which had to be 

held via zoom.  

 

In addi�on to the usual YHACS business under 

the expert chairmanship of Kevin Tricke8 our 

Society had arranged for Henry Woo8on from 

the architectural prac�ce, Mikhail Riches, to 

talk on their approach to design for housing 

commissioned by Local Authori�es, in 

par�cular the 2019 RIBA S�rling prize winning 

Norwich Goldsmith Street project and, closer 

to home, for York City Council. 

Their philosophy is “to create buildings that 

people love”, sustainable housing, using 

environmentally sound building prac�ces to 

passive housing standards, aiming for zero 

carbon targets, u�lising green energy sources 

including heat pumps, crea�ng spaces for safe 

play and social interac�on thus achieving 

places for a8rac�ve living. Their houses are 

designed for their loca�on, not mass 

produced but s�ll providing high density 

solu�ons. Henry illustrated his talk with 

images and plans showing how they respected 

the form of the local area by crea�ng terraced 

streets, orienta�ng the design to make the 

most of natural light, providing both individual 

outdoor and communal spaces, and 

minimising the poten�al conflict between cars 

YHACS Regional Mee0ng Saturday 24 April 

and people. On the planned York site they are 

plan�ng 200 trees to maintain bio-diversity. It 

was refreshing to hear that there is a sound 

way to provide homes different from the mass 

builders’  standard approach that we are so 

familiar with across the country, and we 

thanked Henry for his inspiring talk. 

For more informa�on see Mikhail Riches 

website: h8p://www.mikhailriches.com/ 

Image of Goldsmith Street the award winning project in 

Norwich 

Aerial view of plan for the Duncombe Barracks site York 

The Tree Group 
 

We all enjoyed our first real life site visit, 

which started in the Archery Field looking at 

the boundaries, gazing at the Minster school 

playing field with its ridge and furrow 

remains of early ploughing, walking down 

some treeless streets into Grayburn Lane’s 

huge car park with its remains of flower beds 

and surviving mature trees. We are now 

exploring ways of adding plants and young 

trees on some publicly owned sites, in 

collabora�on with Beverley Town Council 

and others. 
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We’re delighted to be open at the Beverley Art Gallery and Treasure 

House and sharing our latest exhibi�on To the Water with visitors. 

 

Changes with programming over the last year provided an 

opportunity to produce an in-house exhibi�on.  Water was chosen 

as the theme as it had the poten�al to be both upli�ing and play to 

our strengths: with two sides of the East Riding bordered by water 

plus a rich network of rivers, streams and drainage channels we 

have an abundance of watery content in our collec�ons.   
 

The exhibi�on 

draws on Museums 

and Archives 

collec�ons with 

content from across the East Riding as well as 

Hull.  There is lots of Beverley material, including 

programmes for Edwardian water sports events 

at Beverley Beck and Fred Elwell’s study of 

bathers in the Beverley and Skidby drain.  There 

are familiar and less well-known photographs 

including children messing about at Brickie 

Bridge, splashing in floodwater and watching 

Humber Keels sail slowly by at Hull Bridge. 
 

Centre stage is the wonderful pain�ng Picnic on the Sands by Beverley ar�st Evelyn Saner which 

had been in storage for 

many years due to a badly 

damaged frame but was 

restored for the project.  

With only one work by 

Evelyn in our collec�on and 

none in other museums 

and galleries her story had 

been overlooked.  Evelyn’s 

short but rich life included 

studying at Hull School of 

Art, exhibi�ng at Ferens 

and the Royal Academy and 

being an ac�ve figure on 

the local tennis scene.  Her 

work in the Hull blitz led to 

her joining the Women's 

Royal Naval Service.   
 

The exhibi�on runs un�l Saturday 19th June and our café is also open.  We would love to see you 

at Champney Road but if you can’t make it, dive into the exhibi�on on the dedicated webpage 

h8ps://www.eastridingmuseums.co.uk/museums-online/to-the-water/  

 

Sally Hayes, Beverley Curator (Treasure House) 
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Sally George, a re�red Beverley Librarian, described 
her re�rement project to walk the Holderness 
Coast. In her talk, she covered the 30 miles from 
Bridlington to Withernsea, which she had walked in 
short stretches over the past three years. It was 
good to have an account of an explora�on carried 
out in a leisurely way, and one which gave due 
a8en�on to feeding the inner man, or woman. Her 
talk was rich in aspects of the geology of the area, 
the impact of erosion, and the history of the villages 
she visited. 
 

The walk was not without its challenges. The plan 
was to walk on the beach, but it was not always 
possible; high �des, cliff falls and rock armour 
created obstacles on the route, as did regular 
discovery of unexploded ordnance. Then the issue 
became accessing the cliff path from the beach.The 
existence of coastal meres, originally created from 
sinkholes during the last ice age, and later drained, 
had le� gentle slopes from the shore to the cliffs. 

Elsewhere it was possible to make use of steps hacked into the cliff face by fishermen keen to 
get their gear to the beaches. At other points access ramps had been created both from 
businesses who wished to remove stone and gravel for road works, and by holiday 
accommoda�on providers, enabling their visitors to enjoy the beaches. At different �mes Sally 
had also to contend with sea frets and the tail end of Spanish sand storms. 
 

Everywhere the impact of erosion was evident. Sec�ons of cliff path unexpectedly diverted 
because of a new fall; roads including what had once been main bus routes, now disappearing 
over the cliff edge; houses facing demoli�on as there was no prospect of saving them; piles of 
collapsed rubble lying on the beach, although it was hoped that such piles would delay further 
erosion. Blocking erosion by groynes and rock armour, however, as at Hornsea, had the effect of 
increasing the impact of the sea on the unprotected area at Rolston Sands to the south. 
 

Sally found much interes�ng history on her route. The green mo8e at Skipsea, proved to be the 
original residence of the Lords of Holderness. The first was Drogo de la Beuvrière. Local legend 
has it that he later murdered his wife, a niece of William the Conqueror, and fled to Flanders. 
His wife’s ghost is said s�ll to haunt Skipsea. At Hornsea, the grand church had originally 
belonged to the Abbey of St. Mary’s at York, but a�er the dissolu�on of the monasteries, it fell 
on hard �mes and some of its riches were sold to repair the pier. In its current form it was 
rebuilt in 1868.  A holiday camp on the cliffs at Rolston was taken over by the army during the 
second world war, and later gave shelter to Hungarian refugees a�er the 1956 uprising. 
Mappleton was another village whose church fell into disrepair, but in the nineteenth century, 
the wreck of a ship here allowed the church to be rebuilt from its cargo of Tadcaster stone. A 
rather different monument is visible at Aldbrough, where the Ringborough Leach Tower stands 
out to sea. It was erected to remove salt from within the cliffs, thus crea�ng caverns for the 
storage of natural gas. Another interes�ng monument erected in 1999 at Tunstall was a trig 
point which commemorated the last land posi�on of the Greenwich Meridian, but sadly this too 
fell vic�m to erosion in 2003.  
 

Sally is now con�nuing her walk to Spurn Point - hopefully she will find yet more of interest on 
this final sec�on. 

Zoom Talk - 13 May 2021 

Walking the Holderness Coast, Including Village History 
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Hull General Cemetery Guided Walks 14
 
and 

17
 
July 2021 

Following the cancella�on of our ou�ng to 

Shibden Hall, we have organised some events 

closer to home and for later dates. Our 

January talk featured the Hull Cemetery and 

its beginnings. By popular request, Peter 

Lowden, Bill Longbone and other Friends of 

Hull General Cemetery will offer two guided 

walks through this special place. These will 

introduce some of the many stories and rich 

social history behind the headstones, and also 

highlight the work of volunteers in caring for 

the Victorian and Edwardian monuments and 

looking a�er the natural habitat. Please see 

their website for more informa�on. 

We have chosen two dates, Wednesday 14 

July at 2.30 p.m. and Saturday 17 July at 

10.30 a.m. Each walk will take c.90 minutes 

and can accommodate 20 par0cipants. The 

Friends would like a dona0on of £5.00 per 

person. 

We will meet our guides at the corner of 

Princes Ave and Spring Bank West. A�er the 

walk there will be an opportunity to chat, ask 

ques�ons and enjoy refreshments at Pearsons’ 

Bar, 6A Princes Ave, opposite. Informa�on 

leaflets will be available on the day. 

Transport: We plan to organise a car sharing 

system (see booking form). The Cemetery can 

be reached from Spring Bank West at the 

corner with Princes Ave. Parking is available on 

the road and in the car park next to the pub. 

How to book: Please contact me via email: 

elapensee@gmx.com (tel. 01482 869609), and 

I will forward a booking form for you to 

complete.  

Places will be strictly allocated on a first come 

first serve basis! 

Looking very much forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

Everingham Hall, Friday 30 July 2021 

An a�ernoon guided tour with the owners has 

been arranged, cost £12.00 including 

a�ernoon tea; numbers limited to 40 

EVENTS 

members. Bookings and enquiries via my 

email address. More details in the next 

newsle8er.               Eva (public events team) 

Beverley Early Music 

Fes0val 5 & 6 June  
 

The wonderful Beverley Early Music Fes�val 

is back online this year. Join in across Sat 5 – 

Sun 6 June: details and booking  

h8ps://www.ncem.co.uk/whats-on/online-

bemf/  David Neave on East Yorkshire’s 

Pilgrim Fathers opens the fes�val on 5 June 

1.00pm, and this is followed by online 

concerts in our churches and a virtual ballad 

walk across Beverley led by Colin Bradshaw. 

All accessible un�l 2 July. 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS IN & AROUND 

BEVERLEY 2021   

MUST SEE|MUST DO|ALL FREE   

 

 

 

 

10-12 September 2021 

On 1 June the na�onal website goes live. If 

you want to get a first look at what is 

happening all over England and organised in 

Beverley, our Hull partners and the East 

Riding, search h8ps://

www.heritageopendays.org.uk  or h8ps://

www.hullandbeverleyheritagestore.co.uk 


