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Newsletter: 

October 2021 
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk  

Papers for the A.G.M., including the Chairman’s Report and the Financial Statement, will be 

sent to members by email/post in the week prior to the mee%ng, as will instruc%ons to join 

Zoom for the mee%ng itself. 

 

The A.G.M. is also the date by which the £15 annual subscrip%on is due. Please pay promptly. 

 

Ways to pay the £15 annual subscrip%on: 

 Standing Order: see the Society’s banking details below to set one up. 

BACS: Account name:  BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY  

    Virgin Money 

    39 Saturday Market Place 

    Beverley HU17 9AQ 

Sort code: 05-02-37  Account number: 27597439 

 Cheque: Please make payable to Beverley Civic Society and send to: 

The Treasurer, 35 Eastgate, Beverley HU17 ODR 

 Cash: At any of our mee%ngs or to any Officer of the Society. 

 

Following the A.G.M., Mr. Robert Bell, the Hull historian, will talk on the subject ‘History - a 

Bridge from the Past to the Future’. Members may have seen Mr. Bell recently on television, 

explaining the history of the Hull Docks to Michael Por%llo. 
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Planning Ma�ers 

Many applica%ons con%nue to be lodged, most are 

straighCorward, but some are more problema%c. 

One recent example is the applica%on for change of 

use to construct two apartments but retaining front 

office space at 19 North Bar Within. This is a  

Grade II* listed building, one of Beverley’s smaller 

special buildings with many interes%ng internal 

features, including the fine 18
th

 century staircase 

and panelling believed to be by Wrightson. Whilst 

not necessarily opposed to the change of use, the 

Society has objected along with the Conserva%on Officer, the Georgian 

Group, Historic England and the Council for Bri%sh Archaeology as the 

plans would damage the historic fabric of the important building. 

 

We are s%ll awai%ng a decision on the applica%on for new housing on the 

Amenity Land at Parklands to which we have objected, and indeed we had 

hoped by now to have had a resolu%on to the problem of the oversized 

illegal adver%sement signs on Westwood. We are aware that nego%a%ons 

for a solu%on between the relevant bodies con%nue to take place, but no news as yet. 
 

The Society is a member of Civic Voice, and will be responding to a research project on the 

current role of Civic Socie%es within the planning system, and to consider whether they should 

be given formal consulta%on status. The survey is being undertaken independently by Reading 

University. As you will appreciate, our Society has been ac%ve in contribu%ng to the planning 

process since its founda%on in 1961, not only by commen%ng on applica%ons and policies, but 

also by having biannual mee%ngs with both the Head of Planning and Development and the 

Conserva%on Officer. It will aIempt to keep up with the present Government’s constantly 

evolving planning reforms, in the light of yet another change of Minister (the fourth since 2018!); 

the latest, Michael Gove, has been appointed with a new %tle and an enlarged range of 

responsibili%es: Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communi%es. It remains to be 

seen as to whether this latest development will lead to a more integrated approach to resolving 

these con%nuing pressing issues.              Dick Lidwell 

“Stop Press” as a result of these objec%ons alterna%ve plans for a single 

apartment only have been submiIed which are acceptable and will 

protect the important heritage features. 

From Triumph to Tragedy 
 

Robert Hildyard’s account of his survival aNer the wreck of the Pegasus (BCS 

NewsleIer July 2021) came from “From Triumph to Tragedy”, published last 

month. The book tells the story of the seven years service of the paddle 

steamer between Hull and Leith, her wreck in July 1843 and accounts of the 

drowned vic%ms and her six survivors. An ar%cle about the book should 

appear in Saturday’s Yorkshire Post. Copies (£12.90) can be obtained from 

Amazon, through the Beverley Book Shop, or signed copies from the author 

(boward@hotmail.co.uk) 
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Heritage Open Days 2021 
 

Again the sun shone on us, and for 3 days people visited buildings, gardens, beekeepers and 

wine makers in and around Beverley, all freely open by the wonderful owners, custodians or 

workers. This year the theme was Edible England, a superb theme for our ancient market town 

(we’ve been selling food for 1300 years). In town our great churches and other sites were 

thronged with visitors; out of town this year we added Bishop Burton and Beswick, with the 

vineyard at Aike. We were delighted that the magazine Yorkshire Life listed 2 of our events 

(Barges on the Beck and Beverley Minster’s Secret Garden) among Ten of the Best Heritage 

Open Days in Yorkshire. As ever we had the wonderful Hull volunteers, and many many of you 

who helped as stewards. Thank you to every one who took part. We had over 9000 visits this 

year.  
Barbara English and Rosie Ryan 

Barges on the Beck with volunteers 
Barbara English 

Low Farm, Beswick Hall Farms 
Rosie Ryan  

Queensgate Allotments, Beverley 
Alison Farr 

Beswick Hall guided tour 
Barbara English 

Bishop Burton walled garden 
Janet Ward 
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September Mee$ng 
 

For our opening mee%ng of the new season, through the wonders of Zoom, we 

were fortunate to welcome Crispin Truman O.B.E, Chief Execu%ve of the C.P.R.E. 

He spoke to us on ‘A Shared Vision for Countryside and Rural Communi%es in the 

21
st

 Century’.  

 

The C.P.R.E. was founded in 1926, with a key aim to improve access to and enjoyment of the 

countryside. Over the next century, while the meaning of its ini%als changed, its core vision of ‘a 

beau%ful and thriving countryside which enriches all our lives’ remains true to its origins, and 

currently it is content that the leIers CPRE simply stand for THE COUNTRYSIDE CHARITY. As such 

it serves as an umbrella body for 42 local CPREs, generally county based. 

 

In recent years, the Charity has shiNed its focus from publicising threats to the countryside, to 

emphasising solu%ons, and working in partnership with other organisa%ons. In 2020, a six year 

strategy was launched: 

 to connect people more strongly with the countryside;  

 to promote rural life, emphasising, among other things, rural infrastructure and services, 

including housing, transport and public spaces; 

 to empower communi%es to have a greater say in and secure beIer results for their 

environment; and 

 to grow the organisa%on’s capacity to meet the ongoing challenges. 

 

Two major policy papers have been produced. The first, ‘Greener, BeIer, Faster’, looks at the 

issues arising from the climate emergency in rela%on to food and farming, transport, planning 

and energy, this laIer a par%cularly challenging one for an organisa%on which had previously 

opposed wind farms and solar panel farms. The second, formulated in conjunc%on with 40 other  

campaigning groups, presents an 11 point joint vision for planning. Among many other features, 

it emphasises the importance of making effec%ve use of brown field sites. Earlier in the week 

when he spoke to us, Crispin had also launched ‘Hedge Fund’ at the Houses of Parliament. This 

report sets targets in rela%on to the growth of hedging - hoping for an increase of 40% by 2050. 

 

This summary can only skim the surface of Crispin’s most comprehensive talk. Full details of the 

Charity’s vision and reports can be found at: www.cpre.org.uk 

Tree News 
 

Good news! Our tree plan%ng ini%a%ve - 

1300 trees for Beverley 1300 - has received a 

boost. McCarthy Stone is funding the 

plan%ng of three trees on their Andrews 

Court site on MolescroN Road, Beverley, one 

of which will fill the unsightly gap in the line 

of lime trees fron%ng the road. If members 

know of other likely sites, please contact 

Rosie Ryan (rosie@ryanuk.karoo.co.uk) as 

soon as possible. November is considered 

the ideal %me for plan%ng. 

The gap in the Lime trees 
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Discovering Beverley 2022 

Calendar 
 

Following last year’s successful Calendar, we have 

decided to do it again! Members were invited to the 

launch event in September, and we were blessed with 

a lovely sunny day. (See photos below). We hope you 

will support this ini%a%ve and buy a copy or two of 

the calendar for yourself and your family and friends.  

 

As with last year’s edi%on we are raising funds to be shared between the Yorkshire Air 

Ambulance and our society. The calendar has 13 full colour photographs of local views and is A4 

in size and costs £8.00. It can be bought by copying and pas%ng the following into your Internet 

browser Beverley-Civic-Society.SUMUP.link or via our website www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk or 

by contac%ng Chris Burrows on 01482 866252 or at Beverley House, 44 North Bar Without, 

Beverley, or Colin Bradshaw on 01964 543815. 

‘Fred Goes Digital’ 

 

In a year when most people have become more reliant on 

digital media for many aspects of their life, a sculpture of 

Fred Elwell using an iPad à la David Hockney seems 

par%cularly appropriate. Throughout the summer it has 

greeted visitors as they climb the stairs in the Treasure 

House. The papier-mâché sculpture was originally created 

by Philip Cox for Beverley Art Gallery’s 2017 Exhibi%on of 

Digital Art by Gary Saunt. 

 

 

 
 

‘Fred Goes Digital’, papier-mâché sculpture by Philip Cox 
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EVENTS 

In a recent ar%cle for the Historical 

Associa%on, Anne Curry, a Northern lass from 

Chester le Street, aIributes her passion for 

history to a ‘sense of place’ which as a child 

was fostered by the town’s 

mediaeval church, views 

of Lumley Castle from 

her bedroom, and her 

grandparents’ 

enthusiasms. ANer 

reading History at 

Manchester 

University, she 

rejected the idea of 

studying law in favour of 

‘being a history detec%ve as 

well as a history advocate’, a choice which she 

said ‘gave her a wonderful life and career’, 

during which she held posts at Teesside, 

Reading and Southampton. She is an 

acknowledged expert on the Hundred Years 

War, and the part played by Henry V. Her 

recent book Agincourt, considers not only the 

baIle but the way in which succeeding genera%ons have exploited the memory of it for their own 

purposes, not least the making of the Laurence Olivier film of Henry V in the middle of World War 

II. Professor Curry is seen here in her role as Master of the Worshipful Company of Fletchers 

(arrow makers). This promises to be a fascina%ng lecture.  

Beverley 1300 
 

A mini fes%val to mark the 1300
th

 anniversary of the death of St John of 

Beverley. 

 

22
nd

 – 24
th

 October 2021 
 

We are very excited that this 

long weekend of community 

events at heritage sites across town is upon us. 

The programme will be announced on: 

 

Friday 8
th

 October.   
 

Keep your eyes peeled for news of this cultural 

celebra%on of a landmark year for Beverley and 

join in the fes%vi%es. 

 

 

The Venerable Bede, who knew St John of Beverley 

and recorded his life story 1300 years ago    

©Bri�sh Library 
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