Beverley Civic Society
NEWSLETTER SPECIAL No 8, 24 November 2020
From the Executive Committee to all members and friends.
A second set of walks: as last month, we hope that our walks can be completed from home door to
home door. The oldest editor must confess that she did not do all the Figham walk – it’s sticks and
boots, but even so, better in frost or drought than just now with MUD.
The first illustration is of teasels on Figham. Fullers’ teasels were for centuries used in the woollen
trade, as combs to take out knots in raw wool and to raise the nap in cloth so it could be sheared – and
Beverley grew rich on wool. To tease, to tease out, are related phrases.
The second walk was the idea of Dick Lidwell, our Chairman. The ‘fly-through’ doesn’t work properly in
North Bar Without, so you have a special look at St Mary’s wonderful new sculptures on the north side
instead. We love your comments, please keep them coming. Keep safe, we’ll be back. The Editors.

Beverley Beck & Figham Common Walk
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A circular walk which takes you along the south side of the Beverley Beck and covers much of
Figham common, following the Beverley & Barmston drain. The return journey is along the flood
bank of the River Hull and the north side of the Beverley Beck.
The route is 3 miles/5 km long and takes around an hour to walk. You will definitely need
wellington boots as it gets very muddy, particularly at the two bridges which cross the drains
where the ponies have churned it up!
Figham is a fantastic place for birdwatching especially at this time of year as it lies on the route of
northern European breeding birds as they head south.

As with the walks in the previous Special Newsletter, if you click on the Ordnance Survey logo at
the bottom of the map, it will take you to the OS Maps website where you can enlarge and view
this map in different formats by using the layers filter.

Full directions and the history about some of the places numbered on the map are on the following

pages. Finally, if you'd like a preview of the walk, you can experience a Google Earth 'fly-through'
of the route from the air by clicking on the Google Earth logo here.

Beverley Beck & Figham Common Walk

The route
Start at the head of the Beverley Beck and walk along its south side towards
the lock. Just before the bridge which crosses the Beverley & Barmston
drain, turn right onto Figham through a kissing gate. For a shorter walk,
there is plenty of space to park at the end of Waterside Road (which runs
along the south side of the beck) on the rough ground just past the Beverley
Beck lock gates. From there, walk past the lock and over the Beverley &
Barmston Drain and enter Figham Common on the left through a kissing
gate.
Keeping the drain to your left (1), walk beside it until you reach a bridge
with white railings. It's particularly muddy here as ponies use this area as a

watering hole and so you may have to take a small detour to avoid the
worst of the mud. Cross the bridge and turn right, still following the drain
which will now be on your right. Pass a group of bushes on the left (2) and
then a telegraph pole.
After another 50 yards bear left following two parallel lines of shallow pits
and bushes (3). As you reach a line of trees along the bank of the Beverley &
Skidby Drain, turn left and follow the drain's course until you reach a low
stone bridge. Turn right and cross the drain. Again, it's very muddy here
and it's a little less muddy if you cross the bridge on its left hand side.
This eastern side of Figham is very marshy but, keeping the bridge behind
you, proceed straight ahead along a wide track that cuts through the reeds
and bog on either side of you. Climb up onto the flood bank of the River
Hull and turn left, walking along it until you leave the common by a gate

which takes you back to the car park and the lock (4) which can be crossed
on a footbridge in order to reach the northern side of the beck. A footpath
takes you along the beck to its head where the walk started.

Beverley Beck & Figham Common Walk

Things to look out for
The Beverley &
Barmston Drainage
Scheme drained land to the
west of the River Hull.
Work started in 1798 and
took 12 years to complete.
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The larger part of the
system is a 23 mile long
channel, the Beverley &
Barmston Drain, which
drains an area of 3,700
hectares of land. The drain
starts just to the north of
the Top Hill Low water
treatment works and runs
broadly parallel to the
River Hull, but follows a
straighter course, with an
outfall into the river at
Wincolmlee in Hull.

The Beverley Beck crosses the
Beverley & Barmston drain on an
aqueduct. If you look carefully, you
can see that the arches of the
aqueduct are lower at its centre to
allow the beck above it greater depth
in its middle. This prevents the keels
and rudders of boats from running
aground.

In case you're wondering, this
'submarine' has been moored
on the beck for many years.
It's made from an old propane
tank with portholes above and
below the water line.
Although it's seaworthy, it's
not actually submersible!

Beverley Beck & Figham Common Walk

Things to look out for
A rifle range was established
on open ground on the
eastern side of the Beverley &
Barmston Drain in 1872. It was as
marked as ‘disused’ by 1908 (right).
During the 1960s, most of the range
was covered over by the dumping
of sludge from the local sewage
works. Some features have
survived at the southern end of the
range. A short section of wall,
surrounded by large concrete
blocks, appear to be the remains of
the protective firing positions,
called 'mantlets', which are
depicted on the map. A little
further on there is a section of brick
wall - the remains of a target.
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Further to the south east of the mantlets are a line of shallow
pits, running at right angles between the Beverley & Barmston
Drain and the Beverley & Skidby Drain. Each line consists of evenly
spaced pairs of rectangular pits positioned either side of a central
mound. There were originally two further parallel lines of pits to the
north but they are no longer visible having been covered by the
sludge pits.
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The form of these features suggests that they may be trench-andmound anti-glider obstacles, dating to the Second World War or else
some kind of military practice works.

Beverley Beck & Figham Common Walk

Things to look out for

In order to
keep water
levels in the beck at
a navigable depth
as it passed over the
Beverley &
Barmston drain,
a lock was built in
1803 at the beck's
junction with the
River Hull. This
effectively turned the beck into a canal rather than the tidal creek it
had once been. A steam pump was fitted in 1898 to top up the beck
with water from the river. Pumping still takes place today in the
pump house, pictured on the right in this photo, but using modern
machinery.
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The flood barrier at the end
of the Beverley Beck was
installed during the 1990s.
It is lowered when the River
Hull levels are high in order
to protect the water level in
the beck. However, in April
2018 after torrential rain, the
level of the river was so high
that it overtopped the barrier
and water had to be pumped
out of the beck using
emergency mobile pumps!

North Bar Without Walk

3

4

5

6

2
7
1

A circular walk starting at St Mary's church and then along North Bar Without and New Walk to St
Mary's Cemetery, returning via Norfolk Street and Seven Corners Lane.
The route is 1.8miles/2.9km long and takes around 40 minutes to walk. As with the walks in the
previous Special Newsletter, if you click on the Ordnance Survey logo at the bottom of the map, it
will take you to the OS Maps website where you can view this map in different formats by using the
layers filter.
Full directions and the history on some of the places numbered on the map are on the following
pages.
Sadly, the quality of the Google Earth images are not good enough in this part of Beverley to
produce a fly-through.

North Bar Without Walk

The route
Start at St Mary's church, having walked into the church grounds to admire
the new carvings on the church's north side (1). Walk along the pavement to
St Mary's Manor and turn right into its entrance (2). Follow the road with the
manor on your right and the old stables in Coombes Yard to your left. The
road narrows to a path ahead of you. Go along it and when it opens out into
a car parking area, take a left and then a right as path goes past some new
housing and gardens before it reaches Wylies Road. Turn left and then cross
Wylies Road at the pedestrian crossing by the Conservative Club.
Turn right on to North Bar Without and walk along it as it then becomes
New Walk until you reach Bleach Yard. Turn right and walk along the lane

until you reach a gap in the brick wall on your left which will take you into
St Mary's Cemetery (3). Having walked around the cemetery, exit via its gate
and cross the main road, heading left towards Norfolk Street. Turn right and
walk up Norfolk Street, and cross the road opposite Hurn View before
walking back down the street on its opposite side, passing the site of the East
Riding House of Correction (4).
At the bottom of Norfolk Street turn right and walk past Sessions House (5).
Keep straight on for 300 yards, passing two elaborate mock tudor houses (6),
and turn right on to Seven Corners Lane. Follow the lane as it turns several
corners, going past the tennis club and eventually along a narrow snicket
along the end of one of the courts (the way is marked by a finger post) and
then through an iron gate. Turn left and walk to York Road. Bear left along
York Road and cross over to its other side and turn right on to Pasture
Terrace. Take a left and walk along Tiger Lane until you reach North Bar
Within.

North Bar Without Walk

Things to look out for
Don't miss the stunning
carvings recently unveiled
on the north nave clerestory of
St Mary's Church. There are 14
of them, each a character from
The Chronicles of Narnia by CS
Lewis. Click on the photo (right)
read about this project and to
see each carving in detail.
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The house pictured
on the left is the
original St Mary's Manor,
built in the late 17th
century, replacing an even
earlier house which had
stood on this site.
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In 1794 the house was
bought by Henry Ellison,
who had married into the
Warton Pennyman family. He demolished most of it and built a new
stucco-fronted villa in 1803, set further back from the busy street
with a banked front garden and high wall along the street front.
The north wing of the first St Mary's Manor was kept and
incorporated into the new villa and can be identified by its white
painted brickwork as you walk along the side of the it. To your left,
on the other side of an old wall, you can see the long 18th century
coach house/stables (now converted to houses) which also belonged
to the original house.

North Bar Without Walk

Things to look out for
As you walk along this side of North Bar
Without, keep an eye out for fire insurance
marks on some of the houses such as at no. 56, The Red
House, built in 1765. There is also a listed Victorian
pillar box on New Walk. Post boxes were first invented
by Anthony Trollope who tried to be an MP for
Beverley but failed. He wrote a book about it called Ralph the Heir.
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St Mary's Cemetery on Molescroft Road is the probable site of
Woodhall, a medieval manor house. It is here, near the entrance gate,
that you can find the grave of the artists Fred and Mary Elwell.

The East Riding
House of Correction
was built behind Sessions
House in 1810. It was built
around the 8-sided
Turnkey’s House from
where the whole complex
could be viewed. In a
building next door was the
treadmill - a cylinder with
steps on its outer
circumference which prisoners had to
'climb' as a punishment.
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After closure in 1880, the buildings were
sold to a local builder. Some were
demolished while others were converted
into private houses. Part of the prison
yard is now the grassed area in front of
the houses on Norfolk Street.

North Bar Without Walk

Things to look out for
The East Riding Sessions
House was built in 1810
and incorporated the House
of Correction to its rear. The
court closed in 2002 and is
now a spa. A rare surviving
Victorian cast-iron urinal
stands in the grounds at the
front of the building.
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Two Grade
II listed
houses on North
Bar Without stand
out amongst their
Georgian
neighbours. Both
were built by the
wood carver and
cabinet maker,
James Elwell (father of the artist Fred Elwell) in the Arts & Crafts style.
Oak House (left) was built in 1880. Look out the for carved foliage on
the bargeboards and carved figures of men on the end pilasters.
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Pinewood (right) had originally been a Georgian house but in 1894
James Elwell remodelled it into the house we see today. The front door
is one of the best examples of Elwell’s carving. The upper panel
displays a scene from the Charles Dickens novella The Cricket on the
Hearth. It depicts toymaker Caleb Plummer and his blind daughter,
Bertha, by the fire. Beneath this is the quote “We like to go as near
nature as we can for sixpence”.

North Bar Without Walk

Things to look out for

At the junction of York Road with Pasture Terrace are the old gate
piers marking the entrance to the Westwood pasture. Beverley
residents still remember guard dogs tied up at each side of the open
gates in order to frighten the cattle away and stop them wandering into
the town.
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On the right of this photo is the neatherd's cottage which was built in
1856. On the other side of the road is the pinfold, still used today by the
neatherd who looks after the stock on Westwood. The Pasture Masters’
byelaws can be seen on the wall of one of the pinfold sheds. ‘Head
money’ is collected from the owners of beasts who graze the pastures.
The land is let in ‘gates’ and one gate equals 1 beast or horse, 4 pigs or 2
sheep.
On the far side of the pinfold stands Beverley's last remaining World
War II air raid shelter.

Happy walking!
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