
From the Executive Committee to all members and friends, here is our Special No 6 newsletter, 

with the answers to Special No 5. 

And so, friends, we are past Midsummer, and today is our ‘Independence Day’, the start (for some) 

of ‘the new normal’. The editors have decided to make this the last Special newsletter, and hope 

that in autumn our regular meetings will return. We have enjoyed ourselves no end, and hope you 

have found the Specials interesting and challenging. Many, many thanks to all our contributors. 

Meanwhile, THIS Special celebrates 50 years in which your Society has published newsletters.  So 

we have added two pages of what we remember has been done in 50 years (as, due to Covid-19, 

we can’t access East Riding archives, where most of our past newsletters are stored, we may have 

omitted some achievements, in which case please remind us). 
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Click anywhere on 
the fireworks…..  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qW4C2h3lPac


 

 

 

Buying and restoring 2 cottages on Old 

Walkergate. The Lanes project. Surveying and 

adding to 1950s listed buildings. Talks and 

excursions. Newsletters for 50 years. North Bar 

600. 1914 commemorations. Rolls of 

Honour. Hengate Memorial. 

Planning advice & development. 

Saving the setts in Saturday 

Market. Lighting North Bar. 

Market Cross restoration. 

The Georgian Festival. 

Coach park. Publications. 

History Boards.  Blue 

Plaques. Tree planting on 

Westwood and Swine Moor. Surveys 

of Newbegin and Limekiln Pits. 

Coronation Gardens. Street name 

plates.   



 

North Bar Within pump. 

Danish Soldiers plaque. 

Elwells. Website. 

Conservation Area 

Assessments. Street Scene walks with 

ERYC. Footpath registration. Heritage 

Open Days. Work with City of Culture 

Volunteers. Brown tourism sign near 

Jock's Lodge. Involvement with Two 

Churches One Town scheme. The 

Special newsletters in the pandemic 

of 2020. Restoring the Pastures  

bye-laws board. Rescuing listed 

lamp posts. Margaret Powell 

Annual Memorial Lecture. 



Fire Insurance Marks in Beverley 

Fire insurance in England may be said to have started after the Great Fire of London. 

In the last part of the 17th century and early 18th century many fire insurance 

companies were formed, some of which still exist today. The first fire engine, invented 

by a Dutchman in 1676, was copied by the insurance companies when they began to 

form their own brigades around 1722, for there was no public fire service.  

Each company put its fire mark on the front of the houses it insured, so that the 

company's fire engine would deal with the property, and know which company to 

charge if it put out fires on houses insured by other companies. There were also parish 

fire engines (an example is in St Mary's priests' rooms, it looks very inefficient). Private 

fire brigades survived until the second half of the 19th century. 

There are still fire marks on older buildings in Beverley and they are well worth 

looking for (some of them are pictured on the left). They are about 6 x 10 inches in 

size, cast in lead, and are usually fixed above the front door or between upper storey 

windows. Some of the marks include the policy number of the householder. In the 

20th century there were many more fire marks in Beverley than today. 

An article on Beverley's fire marks appeared in the 2nd issue of the Newsletter in May 

1970, which is the earliest issue we have found. It looks very old fashioned now, 

duplicated, with hand drawn black and white pictures, and very little news. 

Subscriptions were 6 shillings, 30 shillings for 5 years, or £4 for a life member. 

 

1.  Although Eagle Hose was an American company, one of their marks is on a house in 

Beverley. This house had an American owner, so this is a decorative later addition. 

2.  The Sun Fire Office is the oldest documented insurance company in the world, 

founded in 1710. 

3.  The Royal Exchange mark is a representation of the London Royal Exchange which, 

ironically, burnt down in 1838.  

4.  The 'Norwich Union Society for the Insurance of Houses, Stock and Merchandise 

from Fire' was founded in 1797. 
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Beverley's Grand Entrances & Humble Doorways 
Click on the central blue door for a bit of vintage door comedy! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sINrD18wn4A


Cars became widely available at the 

beginning of the 20th century but there were 

no petrol stations during the first two 

decades of British motoring. Instead, you 

could only buy petrol in 2-gallon cans from 

hardware shops, chemists, hotels and car 

garages.  

 

The first petrol station in England was 

opened in 1919 at Aldermaston by the 

Automobile Association. Motorists were 

served by AA patrolmen in full uniform!  

By 1923, there were 7,000 pumps across the 

country.  

 

In 1920 an 18th century house on Eastgate 

was converted into a garage. A hand-cranked 

petrol pump dates from this time, described 

as 'The Red Bowser Kerb Pump' in a sales 

catalogue. The niche in which the pump 

stands (to keep it off the public pavement) 

was originally the passageway accessing the 

yard at the back of the building.  

 

The pump is one of 

very few examples 

that was able to 

deliver petrol across a 

pavement, where 

both the original 

pump and swinging 

arm have both 

survived to this day. 

The Traveller's Rest 

on Beckside was 

originally a pub. 

After closing in 1925, 

it became a garage 

and cycle engineers' 

shop known as 

Brentano's. Although 

the petrol pumps are 

no longer there, the 

two swinging arms remain on either side of 

the entrance.  

 

Gordon Armstrong 

opened his 'East 

Riding Garage & 

Engineering Works' 

on Tiger Lane in 

1907 before 

expanding the 

business into 3 shops and 12 cottages (now 

St Mary's Court in North Bar Within).  

 

The only clue that this was once a garage are 

two metal covers set in the pavement in 

front of the building which gave access to the 

storage tanks. They are both embossed with 

the words 'Anglo-

American Oil Company 

Ltd. Engineering Works 

London'. This company 

eventually became 

Esso in 1934. 

Beverley's  

Historic Petrol 

Pumps 
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1. Beverley was a town that put on guild plays (sometimes as many as 36 of them) from the  

middle ages until the early 16th century, plays often chosen to match the craft guilds’ skills or 

experiences. Here are five plays and five guilds – can you match them?   

 

 The Falling of Lucifer       Tilers 

 The Kings of Cologne   Goldsmiths 

 St John the Baptist   Barbers 

 The Maundy    Bakers 

 The Scourging of Christ   Butchers 

 The Harrying of Hell   Cooks  

2.       Feminist Five 

a. Mary Wollstonecraft.  

b. Constance Markievicz, in the general election of 1918. As a member of Sinn Fein, she did not 

take her seat. 

c. Nancy Astor (Viscountess Astor), after a by-election in December 1919. She was born in Virginia, 

USA. 

d. Emily Wilding Davison in 1913. 

e. Ah, well. 

3.       Yorkshire dialect words and phrases: what do these mean? 

a. Gi’us a croggy.  Give me a ride on the back of your bike (or maybe crossbar or handlebars).    

b. Ah’s reet nithered.  I’m really frozen (or, really starving). 

c. Yon moudiwarp were wick wit fleas.  That mole was alive with fleas. 

d. Me kegs were all clarty.  My trousers were all muddy. 

e. Give over faffing about and fettle me push iron.  Stop messing about and mend my bike. 
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Pantheon, Rome 

Les Invalides, Paris 

St Paul's Cathedral, London 

Duomo di Firenze (Florence Cathedral) 

United States Capitol  

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

3 



 A famous oxbow river, by Eric Ravilious.  

 The Cuckmere. 

East Riding bridge by John Carr over which 

river? Derwent 

One of the sources of the River Hull – what 

village? Kirkburn 

Longest river in Europe.  The Volga. 

The turf maze Julian's Bower overlooks the meeting of which rivers?  

Trent and Ouse to form the Humber.  



1.  The Pack Horse Inn, Saturday Market 

2.  The Buck Inn, Beckside 

3.  The Tanners Arms, Keldgate 4.  The Mariners Arms, Flemingate 

5.  The Holderness Hotel, Toll Gavel 6.  The Beehive, Lairgate 

1 

 

                                                 
Kloskk Tyrer  

beverleycivicsociety.co.uk 

Farewell for now, the editors. 

Barbara English  

http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk/

