Beverley Civic Society
NEWSLETTER SPECIAL No 7, 16th November 2020
From the Executive Committee to all members and friends.
We hoped not to be in lockdown again, but here we are, having to cancel our public meetings. So the
editors of the Special Newsletters have taken up their computers again to keep in touch with our
wonderful loyal members.

This month we are concentrating on walks in and around Beverley. One of our few permitted
activities is for a household, a household bubble, or any two people, to meet outside. Driving is
discouraged, so we hope that our walks can be completed from home door to home door. The walks
are intended to last between half an hour to an hour. The oldest editor claims she can walk all the
ones we will suggest, and indeed has done so this autumn, sometimes with a stick when the ground
is particularly claggy. We hope to show you places in and around our remarkable town that you may
have never seen. You can also view the route of the walks as a 'virtual fly through' via the Google
Earth link on the first page of each walk. In this Special we have two walks covering the west and
south sides of Beverley.
We hope you enjoy the walks either for real or virtually. Your comments and suggestions will be very
welcome.

Westwood & Chalk Quarry Walk
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This circular walk starts at the top of Cartwright Lane and goes along the edge of the chalk quarry
and back into Beverley via Queensgate, the original route into the town from the south.
The route is 1.5 miles/2.4 km long and takes around 30 minutes to walk. If you click on the
Ordnance Survey logo at the bottom of the map, it will take you to the OS Maps website where you
can view this map in different formats by using the layers filter which looks like this.
You can also check the elevation of the terrain and print off the map. Sadly, unless you pay for the
premium version (definitely worth doing if you're a keen walker), you won't be able to access all

the content on there. You can also download the OS Map app onto your phone via the Google Play
Store or the App Store.
Full directions and the history on some of the places numbered on the map
are on the following pages. Finally, if you'd like a preview of the walk,
you can experience a Google Earth 'Fly-through' of the route from the air by
clicking on the Google Earth logo here.

Westwood & Chalk Quarry Walk

The route
Start on Cartwright Lane with Grosvenor Place (1) on the left. Walk onto
Westwood and, at the yellow Westwood Pasture sign, turn left on to a track
with a cattle grid. The cattle grid can be avoided by walking a little further

along past the fence. Walk along the track to a white house called Westwood
Mill (2).
Bear right following the hedged border of the pasture. Not long after
passing an old concrete tank covered in foliage, turn left through a wooden
kissing gate into a field. Head straight up the field passing an old marl pit to
the left (3).

At the top of the field turn left through another kissing gate and walk along
the track. The track curves to the right and goes through a wooded area.
Although you can't see it, the chalk quarry is on the right and can be viewed
by climbing up the steep bank (4).
At the end of the track, just before it opens out into a grassy play area (5),
turn left and walk down a continuation of the track to Victoria Road,
passing a white-stuccoed house called Chalk Villa (6). At Victoria Road turn
left. Passing Queensgate cemetery on the left, stay on the pavement as it
follows the wall of the cemetery onto Queensgate.
Keep straight ahead, passing Beverley Grammar School (7) and its playing
fields on the left until the junction with Sloe Lane is met. As Queensgate
curves away to the right, go straight ahead along Sloe Lane. Behind the wall
on the right hand side is St Martin's burial ground (8). At the end of Sloe
Lane, turn left on to Cartwright Lane to complete this circular walk.

Westwood & Chalk Quarry Walk

Things to look out for

Grosvenor Place is a cul-de-sac
with a rural feel to it as it is
narrow and the buildings have
a sense of informality. A dairy
used to stand at its far end and
the cows used to find their
own way off Westwood at
milking time!
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Westwood Mill, also known
as Lowson's Mill, had been
built by 1801. It was a corn
mill which stood on
Westwood along with 4
others. The mill was
partially demolished c.1892
but the lower part remains
and has been incorporated
into a dwelling.

Long before the use of modern fertilisers, poor soils were often
improved with a natural fertiliser called marl - a carbonate-rich
clay used to neutralise acidic soils. Marl pits are easily distinguished by
the square edged gentle slope at one end of the pit and a steep rounded
slope at the other. The shape was the result of a few hundredweights of
marl being dug out and loaded into carts which were then hauled up
the sloping end of the pit.
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Westwood & Chalk Quarry Walk

If you manage to climb the bank to take
a look at the chalk quarry, you'll see
how enormous it is. In the 1850s two
chalk pits were situated off Queensgate
and another to the south of Westwood.
Over time these expanded and merged
to form the Victoria Whiting Works.
Today the quarry is run by IMERYS
who are one of the largest producers of
white pigment in the world.
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This lane is known
as Stone Pit Close
and it was here that
Chalk Villa was
built between 1835
and 1839 by William
Brown, an army
commissary.
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If you walk onto the grassy play
area you'll notice that it's covered
in bumps and hillocks. This was
originally a chalk quarry and mill
belonging to the Queensgate
Whiting Works. Many years later
the quarry was filled in and
landscaped over.
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Westwood & Chalk Quarry Walk

In 1902 Beverley Grammar
School moved here from its
former site on Albert Terrace
(where the Old Fire Station
Surgery now stands). The
original Edwardian building
stands close to the road with
later buildings at the back of the
playing fields.
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St Martin's burial ground on Sloe Lane is open at weekends and, instead
of walking along Sloe Lane, an alternative is a pleasant walk through the
graveyard from the Queensgate end to Cartwright Lane. You might spot
some familiar names on the gravestones.

Keldmarsh to Old Hall Walk
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This walk starts near Keldmarsh School on Woodmansey Mile and heads south through the area
called Beverley Parks, a former medieval deer park, to Old Hall and the Millenium Orchard.
The route is 3 miles/4.7 km long and takes around an hour to walk. If you click on the Ordnance
Survey logo at the bottom of the map, it will take you to the OS Maps website where you can view
this map in different formats by using the layers filter which looks like this.
Sadly, unless you pay for the premium version (definitely worth doing if you're a keen walker),
you won't be able to access all the content on there.
Full directions and the history on some of the places numbered on the map are on the following
pages. Finally, if you'd like a preview of the walk, you can experience a Google Earth 'Fly-through'
of the route from the air by clicking on the Google Earth logo. This is an
interesting virtual tour as the satellite imagery is at least 7 years old! This
means you see the landscape as it was before the southern bypass, Minster
Way, was built and before new housing developments began.

Keldmarsh to Old Hall Walk

The route
Start on the path running south from Woodmansey Mile with Keldmarsh
School to the left of it. The dirt path leads to some steps. Just after climbing
the steps, there is a tarmacked way into the wooded area to the left, which is
the Keldmarsh Nature Reserve, although it has become rather overgrown of
late. (1)
Pass Willow Lane to the left and walk along the grassy area following the
line of the hedge on the left. Take the dirt path with a post marking the
Beaver Trail route which passes through a narrow area of woodland. At the
end, bear left and follow the footpath with a ditch on the left and fields to
the right (fenced off due to building work).
Cross the Minster Way bypass and stay on the footpath heading south
crossing more fields and a narrow footbridge over a drain. This area is
particularly muddy!
The footpath joins a paved road, Shepherd Lane. Bear left and walk along it
passing farm buildings on the right. At a junction with a small space for
parking cars, turn right onto the track that goes into Old Hall Farm. (2)
Almost immediately on the left is the way into the Millenium Orchard. (3)
Having explored the orchard, retrace the route back to where the footpath
joined Shepherd Lane. This time, stay on Shepherd Lane, crossing Minster
Way. Passing the green hoarding boards on the left, there is a gap in a hedge
on the right which leads into a recreation area. Keeping close to the hedge
on the right, walk straight ahead and eventually join a tarmac path that goes

along the back of houses and ends up at the start of the walk.

Keldmarsh to Old Hall Walk

Things to look out for

Keldmarsh Nature Reserve is a remnant
of the kind of habitat that would have
once covered this area. Clear chalk
springs bubble up in pools and flow
through this secluded wet woodland.
Sadly in some years these springs can
run dry, probably due to changes in
surrounding land use and water
extraction over the last few decades.
Impressive willow trunks scatter the
site and wrens sing their clear song
from fringing blackthorn thickets.
Occasionally water voles will inhabit
the site when water levels are high.
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The Millenium Orchard is part of the 49 acre Beverley Parks nature
reserve which also consists of a small wood and two fields which
are being restored to a traditional parkland landscape. The orchard was
planted in 2000 to celebrate the new millennium in partnership with the
East Yorkshire Federation of Women’s Institutes.
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Managed using traditional methods, 100 traditional northern varieties of
apples and pears have been conserved and grown including local
specimens such as the Hornsea Herring and the Beverley Pippin.
The restoration of agricultural land to a parkland landscape has
involved planting individual sweet chestnut, lime, oak and ash trees in
the fields, which are grazed by cattle. Hedgerows on both sides of the
reserve have been reinstated by either planting new trees, or by
reintroducing hedge laying techniques on old overgrown hedges.

Keldmarsh to Old Hall Walk

Things to look out for

When King Henry VIII took the hunting
park off the archbishop in 1542 its sixmile palisade enclosed 2200 acres, with 650
deer in the park and 300 escapees into the
woods. In Elizabethan England it belonged to
the Wartons.
3

Sir Michael Warton was the royalist owner in
the Civil Wars, when the Parks were used for
the tented camp of hundreds of soldiers. His
house, The Lodge, its outhouses, barns and
stables were all pillaged by his tenants,
Cromwell supporters - they emptied the
buildings, cut the hay and destroyed the
woods.

Sketch by Samuel Buck of the Warton house,
New Lodge, at Beverley Parks c.1720.

Sir Michael Warton's
tomb in Beverley Mintser.

In the 1670s a later Warton built a
larger house, the New Lodge; we
have a list of the contents and rooms
in this house from 1688. New Lodge
may have been the model for another
Warton house, 15 Newbegin. Old
Hall Farm, with its 17th century gate
pillars and high walls of its three
gardens, is the remnant of this once
great house.

Happy walking!
beverleycivicsociety.co.uk
Produced by Barbara English & Kloskk Tyrer

