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BEVERLEY CIVIC SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2019
Talks for March, April and May 2019
Talks are held in St Mary’s Church Hall at 7.30pm
Thursday, 14th March - Steven Stockton, Senior Valuer for
Tennants Auctioneers, will offer us an insight into the life of a busy auction
room, with light-hearted tales from almost twenty years in the business,
spanning times of tumultuous change.

Thursday 11th April – Sally Iggulden, Chief Executive of
Beverley Racecourse, will take us on a stroll through the story behind the
Racecourse. Since May 2010, Sally has raised the profile of the Racecourse
to make it the most nominated course in Yorkshire, with 80,000 racegoers
attending meetings in 2018.

Thursday 9th May – Answers and Questions. Stephen Walker,
in his role as Senior Conservation Officer for East Riding of Yorkshire County
Council, talks about Conserving, Preserving, Enhancing and Enforcing our
heritage.
Visitors very welcome £3 only per meeting.

Apologies to our Members
The Executive Committee would like to apologise to all our members who
have come to our meetings recently, and found the microphones not working
properly. There are several reasons for this, but we have now fixed the
problems with the aid of Beverley FM and (fingers crossed) all will be well in
future. Please don’t give up on
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Summer Excursion to KIPLIN HALL
Near Richmond,
North Yorkshire

Please use the application page on the back of this newsletter.
The deadline for applying for a place on this trip is 20th May.
On Tuesday 18th June 2019 members of Beverley Civic Society
will visit Kiplin Hall, a grade 1 listed Jacobean house by the river
Swale.
The house was built in 1620 by George Calvert, Secretary of State
to James1 and founder of Maryland, USA. Since then 4 families,
all related, have left their stamp on the house. Over 400 years its
owners have left behind an extensive and important collection of
original paintings that date from the 16th-19th century.
This intriguing house is now furnished as a comfortable Victorian
home with 17 rooms, including the fascinating Travellers’ Bedroom.
The Hall is crowded with an eclectic mix of previous owners’
furniture, paintings, portraits and personal items, including many
Arts and Crafts items
Programme for the day Cost per person £35
9.30 am. The coach will pick up from Norwood
11.0 am. Coffee and biscuits and some time to explore the
gardens.
12.30 pm Lunch (sandwiches) and a drink
2.00 pm. A guided tour of the house and exhibition
3.30 pm. Free time for tea and cake (not included in the price) and
more garden viewing.
4.30 pm. Return to Beverley
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Matthew Flinders, Navigator and Cartographer
The Beverley Connection

As part of the HS2 rail project St James’ Gardens near Euston Station in
London is being built on. This was the old burial ground for St James,
Piccadilly, so a large team of archaeologists has been engaged in exhuming
thousands of bodies. In January 2019 they revealed the discovery of a coffin
with a plate identifying it as that of Captain Matthew Flinders, an English
navigator and cartographer who led the first circumnavigation of Australia.
Flinders was buried there on 23rd July 1814.
He was born in Donington, Lincolnshire in 1774, entered the Royal Navy in
1789, and made three voyages to the southern ocean. He married Ann
Chappelle, whom he had known for several years, at Partney, Lincolnshire in
April 1801. Ann’s parents, John and Ann (née Mallison) both came from Hull,
but her father died at sea when she was a child, and in 1782 her mother, then
living in Swanland, married Revd William Tyler and moved to Lincolnshire.
On 17th July 1801, just three months after marrying Ann Chappelle, Flinders
departed on an expedition to New South Wales. Unable to accompany him
(permission was refused by the Admiralty) his wife soon returned to the
Lincolnshire home of her mother and stepfather. Flinders had begun his
voyage back to England in 1803 when his boat sprang a leak and he had to
land at Isle de France (Mauritius) where he was imprisoned by the French. He
was not released until June 1810 by which time Ann had moved with her
mother and half sister Isabella to Beverley. It was here she was living when
she received the news that her husband Matthew was on his way home. The
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letters informing her of this, from the naturalist Sir Joseph Banks and the
future Arctic explorer Sir John Franklin, were addressed to Mrs Flinders at
Mrs Tyler’s, Walkergate, Beverley. Ann’s stepfather, Revd Tyler, died in July
1808, and this may have prompted the family’s move across the Humber to
Beverley. Having been born in nearby Hull, Mrs Tyler would have been
familiar with the market town, and may have had friends or relatives there. At
this time it was a favoured place of residence for genteel widows.
Ann Chappelle Flinders was reunited with her husband in October 1810, more
than nine years after their marriage, and lived with him in London until his
early death in 1814 when their only child, Anne, was aged 2. It is not known
how long Mrs Tyler remained in Beverley, but she perhaps moved to be near
her daughter after Matthew Flinders’ death in 1814. She died at Clifton, Bristol,
in 1825. Ann Chappelle Flinders died in 1852. Her daughter Anne was the
mother of the famous Egyptologist Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie.
Susan Neave

Beverley Tourist Information Centre
When the familiar Tourist office in Butcher Row was closed in 2018, the Civic
Society immediately took an interest in the reasons for the move to the
Treasure House.
It was an unpopular move, but I’m not betraying State secrets when I say that
the Council have been paying around £27,000 per annum to rent the little
shop. It was felt that it was too much and there was a government directive to
‘consolidate the public state and give best value for owned assets.’
Translation… there is spare room in the Treasure House.
The Tourist Information Centre is now on the first floor of the Treasure House
with the Museum, Museum desk, Café, and Art Gallery.
However, as many of you have found, the lift to the first floor has been out of
order for over 6 months. There is a notice that says you may ask the Records
staff to escort you to the staff lift at the back of the building; then escort you
back again.
When we asked the Council to explain why the lift hadn’t been mended, it
appears that a visitor in a wheelchair became stuck in the lift in the summer.
The Fire Brigade had to smash the lift to get the poor soul out. It turned out
that the lift is a special French design and that each broken bit had to be
identified, dismantled and remade individually – in France. Allow for the
French summer holidays and a long queue, and voila – it’s the end of
February and we still haven’t got a lift.
[Stop press as at 27/2/19: Diana writes “my contact at the Council says that
things are moving with the parts and he will have men working on it next week.
No date yet, but hope...”]
You may have noticed increased signage to the TIC around the town. There
are several signs on tall posts from the station and finger signs from the Bus
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Station through the town. The pink signs on the pavements seem to have
vanished. There is also some signage for the TIC at the entrance to the
Library…. sorry, Treasure House.
It is good to know that the TIC staff meet coach parties when they park
outside the Court House and ply them with information and pamphlets.
We have also mentioned the disgraceful state of the Bus Station and the
closed waiting room and a re-furbishment is due. Do you remember when
they played classical music to frighten away the vandals? I think the heathens
won.
Diana Randle

Membership
Membership has increased steadily during the past months, and we
welcome new members who have joined since our last newsletter.
We hope you will enjoy your membership, and are always glad to hear
from you and all our members via our website or by snail mail. Offers
of help are always welcome: we currently have many projects under
way, and we have two vacancies on the Executive Committee. Our
website
contact
page
is
the
place
to
go:
http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk
Annual subscriptions for October 2018 to September 2019 were due
in October 2018. We regret that members not paying subscriptions by
the end of February must be removed from the membership list.
Wendy Usher-Bacon: Membership Secretary

Annual Dinner
The annual Civic Society dinner, usually held in October, will this year
be held
September 20th, 7.00 for 7.30pm. Venue, menu and guest
speaker will be announced in the summer newsletter.
Wendy Usher-Bacon: Organiser

North Bar Within Pump
Members may be aware that your Society has a project to restore the water
pump in North Bar Within. The environment of this elegant street has been
greatly enhanced by the excellent refurbishment of the Beverley Arms, the
addition of extra flower tubs adjacent to the seating, and, of course the
Society’s history board. Restoring the pump to its former glory would add to
this process.
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To put the importance of the pump in perspective: Beverley had a chequered
history with its water supply. Although some piped water and sewage were
provided in the late 19th century, only about 50% of dwellings were supplied
by 1913. Within the town there were many private pumps, but also some 40
public ones. This pump is the last remaining one of very high quality and is
nationally listed Grade II. It was made by Samuel Owens of Whitechapel,
London, and is one of only a few remaining in the UK. One of these is to be
found in the clock court of Hampton Court. The image below shows that it is
missing its handle too! Fortunately, there is a fully extant one in Esher, Surrey,
and the local council has given us permission to take a scan of its handle and
spout from which moulds will be made to produce new cast iron replicas to fit
to our pump.

The Hampton Court Pump

The Esher Pump

The project will cost c.£12,000 and your Society, whilst being able to partially
fund it, is seeking funds to achieve this objective. Applications are being made
to many organisations, and we are delighted to report that Yorkshire Water
has pledged to make a large donation, subject to us raising the remaining
funds. But we have a long way to go! Any support, however small, would be
gratefully received.
Dick Lidwell: Vice-chairman

Between the Lines
Many people in general and even members of the Civic Society may not be
aware that the Executive Committee has close contact with many officers of
East Riding Council. Looking at our website Issues and Projects may give an
insight into many of the consultations and meetings.
I want to draw member’s attention to the townscape issues and the debates
over the years about factors which have an adverse affect on the street scene.
There are regular walkabouts with the officers drawing attention to particular
issues. One important issue is traffic management and the recent upsurge in
the use of road paint. Is it all really necessary? You may have noticed that
North Bar Within has been resurfaced to a very high standard that
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complemented the beautiful buildings including the rehabilitated Beverley
Arms, until the scourge of street scene, the road painters, came along.

North Bar Within

Lairgate pedestrian Crossing

Old Walkergate

Norwood by the High School

Are we all candidates for Specsavers?
Ironically whilst the external appearance of buildings is strictly controlled by
planning law, many things carried out by highway authorities which damage
the street environment are not mandatory but only advisory and therefore we
keep trying to introduce some common sense when dealing with the Town
Centre. Even the Department for Transport say their directives are advice only
and it’s up to Local Authorities to choose which they adopt.
We believe that most of the lines in the photographs are unnecessary.
When you walk around the centre next have a look more closely you may be
surprised by the amount of paint and clutter generally which is not only
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detrimental visually but very costly, a cost which could be put to better use. A
greater awareness of the street scene must therefore be beneficial to all at the
end of the day. We will continue to push for better ways of maintaining the
visual appearance of this beautiful town.
Mike Hildyard: Chairman

History Boards
The Executive are progressing their programme of history boards. Four have
been completed and displayed around the centre.
The Wednesday Market board is complete and is now in position between
Boyes and Lockings Quality Solicitors. Our thanks go to the owners of the
building.
All completed boards are displayed in PDF format on our website.
About 30 years ago Beverley Borough Council erected history boards in many
of the villages and these are still in situ. As part of this programme, two
boards were erected on Westwood, one at Burton Bushes and another by the
hard standing at the end of Westwood Road. The Executive, with the
assistance of Beverley Guildhall, and general funding from outside sources,
are renewing and updating these boards and, additionally, are intending to
restore the former one at the bottom of Hill 60 by the Newbald Road.
Michael Hildyard: Chairman
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The Society’s latest book
The latest Civic Society book was launched at a special event held in
Beverley’s Art Gallery on 12th February. Attendees included members of the
Society, Friends of the Art Gallery, Walking the Town leaders and others. This
book reproduces the talks on twelve special women given at the study day
held in September 2018. Five of the lecturers were present and signed copies
of the book. This beautifully produced book with many illustrations is available,
£7.50 (plus any postage costs) from the Society: Barbara English
(benglish@newbegin.karoo.co.uk), the Treasurer or Secretary (see website
for contact details), and may be purchased also from the Tourist Information
Centre within the Treasure House, and The Guildhall in Register Square
Beverley.

Westwood Parking
Members may have noticed that wooden posts are being placed beside
Westwood Road extension to prevent the illegal all-day car parking that has
been a problem concerning Civic Society members and Pasture Masters for
many, many years. While not everyone likes the posts we must surely all
applaud the effect. There will still be many places where genuine users of
Westwood as opposed to commuters can park for exercise or picnics.
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Heritage Open Days 13-15 September 2019
The programme is now being put together, and will be larger than last year,
with some new properties, gardens and walks. If anyone would like to open
their house or garden, that would be most welcome – owners have enjoyed
doing it over the years, and stewards can be provided. Contact through our
website http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk

The Danish Soldiers plaque
The plaque to the Danish Soldiers on the south wall of St Mary’s church has
been of concern – it was never intended to be an outdoor memorial, and is
weathering badly. Now, however, the church authorities. with the enthusiastic
support of the Society, are to conserve it in the Priests’ Rooms at the church,
and a stone replica will be made and fixed on the outside wall.

National Heritage Lottery Fund Bids for our churches
Both our major churches are making NHLF bids this year, St Mary’s for the
roof bosses project and the Minster for the sanctuary project. We wish them
every success. Details of the projects can be found on the churches’ own
websites.

Gone at Last
For years, as drivers have halted at the Champney Road - Lairgate junction,
they have faced a very large advertising billboard. Your Civic Society has
persistently campaigned for it to be removed - and finally, wonderfully, the
billboard has gone, and we can all see the magnificent Grade I listed building,
one of the very best in Beverley.
[Probably a coincidence, but about 3 weeks ago I rang the Council and had a
go at them about the board. I was promised that it would ‘go soon’… Ed]
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Do you know who this is, and where is this picture?

Answer in the next Newsletter
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**********************************************
Previous newsletters are available to view at
http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk/newsletters.html
**********************************************
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Neil King
Toad Hall, 70 Lairgate, Beverley HU17 8EU
Tel: 01482 862752
email: neilandsarah@mansle.karoo.co.uk
Please send material by email if possible: this saves re-typing.
However, if you do not use email all contributions and letters, no
matter how brief, are welcome.
The deadline for copy to be included in the Spring 2019
Newsletter is
Friday 31st May 2019
Please note this date in your diary if you are likely to
contribute
Quarterly deadlines are always the last days of February, May,
August and September, unless advance notice is given
otherwise – which may sometimes be the case with in August
given changing holiday dates.

Affiliated to Civic Voice and Yorkshire and Humberside Association
of Civic Societies
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk
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Visit to Kiplin Hall
PLEASE RETURN THIS PART OF THE SHEET WITH A CHEQUE
to:
Mrs Eva La Pensee,
6 Minster Avenue,
Beverley
HU170N
elapensee@gmx.com
I/we wish to participate and would like to book…….. places.
Full Names:
…………………………………………………………….

Address:
…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….

Tel…………………………..

Mobile………………………
I/We enclose a cheque to the value of £35 per person

£

…………………….made payable to the ‘Beverley Civic Society’
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