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In 1541 Henry VIII came north, and in case 

he stayed in Beverley, North Bar was 

whitened, Friars Lane was repaired, glass 

windows were mended, and the king’s royal 

arms were painted. Ultimately he chose to 

stay at Leconfield. 

 

By the 1580s, rebuilt and restored, the Friary 

was a house owned by the powerful Warton 

family. During the Civil Wars, in 1642, the 

royalist Sir Michael Warton was at home in 

The Friars when the Roundheads broke in, 

severely injuring the old man with their 

swords and looting the house and stables.  

 

He died in 1655 and soon 

afterwards his grandson 

Michael purchased North Bar 

House, leasing the Friary to 

tenants. Over time the 

buildings deteriorated, the 

site was sold, and in 1846 the 

railway line was built close 

by, across some of the former 

Friary buildings. 

 

The famous wall paintings in 

the Friary  were probably 

created for Catholic members 

of the Warton family, in a 

time of Catholic persecution. 

Only part of the Dominican 

Friary, founded c.1233, survives, 

and some of this is later 

rebuilding. The Friary church 

and cloister now lie under and 

beyond the railway; the east end 

of the stone church, as long as St 

Mary’s, is marked out in brick in 

front of East Riding College.  

 

By 1310 there were 42 friars here 

(often called Black Friars from 

their clothes) working and 

preaching. Geoffrey Chaucer, famous medieval poet, in The 

Canterbury Tales of the 1380s described two friars, probably 

Beverley Dominicans, who went begging around Holderness. 

 

In their house friars 

followed a harsh 

routine of services 

from 4am to 

midnight, their 

frugal meals taken 

while listening to a 

reader.  

 

Beverley people 

respected their 

poverty, and many 

chose to be buried in the Friary. The friars were not loved at 

the Minster or St Mary’s, and both have carvings of friars as 

foxes preaching to geese. 

 

In the 1530s cold 

winds of change 

blasted the religious 

communities, as 

Henry VIII broke 

with Rome.  

 

The Dominican 

friars were turned 

out of their house in 

February 1539, 

virtually penniless.  

 

The king’s officials stripped the buildings, now Henry’s, of 

everything of value, ensuring that the friars could not return. 

Eastgate was a main route to the 

town’s Beckside port. After 

Eastgate’s widening in 1964, a 

Friary gateway was moved across 

the street, close to a 1920s ‘over-

the-pavement’ petrol pump. 

 

Gordon Armstrong, who invented 

the shock absorber, in 1917 moved 

his engineering works to the 

former A.&E. Crosskill’s Eastgate 

waggon works. The business 

supplied many car manufacturers, 

and during World War II 

produced thousands of shock 

absorbers a day.  

 

 

The expanding factory 

(employing some 2000 

people in the 1960s) 

threatened the very 

existence of the Friary: 

however, after a long 

campaign and a public 

inquiry, the Friary 

Preservation Trust 

saved and restored it as 

a Youth Hostel. The 

Friary has been lived in 

longer than any other 

Beverley building.  

 

Armstrong Patents closed in 1981, and the site was developed 

for housing. Following the Council's planning brief, the 

architects designed a mixed development of houses, flats,  

and sheltered accommodation, incorporating high quality 

detailing and 

pedestrian spaces; 

the buildings 

include The 

Cloisters, 

recalling the 

medieval cloisters 

of the Friary. 
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(1) The Dominican Friar from the Ellesmere 

Chaucer.  

(2) Plan of the map showing the Friary excavation of the 1960s 

revealing the locations of some burials around the buildings. 

(3) The House of the Blackfriars c.1829.   

(4) Sir Michael Warton's 

tomb in Beverley Minster. 

(5) Friary wall painting, foliage with text and 

possibly heraldic images. 

(8) Restoration work in progress, 1982. 

(7) Eastgate looking north. Armstrong Patents had expanded 

along its length by 1968. 

(6) Friary gateway and petrol pump. 


