
HALL GARTH ‘Hall Garth’ is the name of the green field south of the Minster. 

This 5.7 acre site has contained many buildings over the 

centuries, but now only the earthworks survive, together with 

the south and south-east sides of a former moat. The 

foundations of three medieval buildings (including two halls 

and a tower) have been excavated in nearby Lurk Lane.   

In the beginning this was a wooded area where St John of 

Beverley founded a monastery between 705 when he left 

Hexham to be bishop of York and 714 when he retired from 

York to Beverley, dying there in 721. In the 1980s archaeologists 

found Saxon remains here. By 1086 (Domesday Book) the chief 

landholder of Beverley and the Minster was the archbishop of 

York, with the Minster canons (also called prebendaries) as his 

tenants.   

 

A moated manor house was built in 

Hall Garth in 1280 for the archbishop 

of York, who moved here from his 

stone house in Saturday Market.  

Excavations in 1980 found part of a 

medieval timber bridge (probably a 

drawbridge) crossing into Hall Garth 

near its north west corner.  

 

 

The Minster clergy had originally all lived together, but later 

the provost (the Minster’s administrator) and the canons had 

their own houses, with the lesser 

clergy living in a building called 

the Bedern. Documents in the 

East Riding archives show some 

details of their life, their food 

and drink, candles and fuel, and 

excavations revealed timber and 

stone buildings that lasted until 

the late 16th century.  
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Medieval law courts for the archbishops and provosts were 

held in the Hall Garth manor house and in the Bedern, judging 

civil and criminal cases from the stealing of fish to murder. 

Both courts had prisons. Courts and prisons continued after 

the Reformation, and later the East Riding magistrates held 

their Quarterly Sessions in Hall Garth, before moving to the 

Guildhall and then to the Sessions House in New Walk. 

 

 

The last house 

in Hall Garth, 

the former 

Admiral 

Duncan Inn, 

was demolished  

in 1958 without 

any historic 

building survey. 

It could have been the 

archbishop’s house, 

the provost’s house or 

the Bedern. The site is 

now protected as a 

Scheduled Monument 

(No.1008122) and its 

grazing rights belong 

to the vicar of  

Beverley Minster. 

  

The land south of Hall Garth was enclosed by the archbishop 

c.1258 to make a deer park, giving Westwood to the town in 

exchange. After the Reformation the vast Beverley Parks, six 

miles round, went to the Crown.  

In 1628 the Parks were sold to the 

Warton family, who built or 

rebuilt a fine house on the site 

now called Old Hall, near the 

level crossing on Long Lane. In 

the Civil Wars the Parks became 

an army camp. Housing 

development began around Hall 

Garth and extended into the Parks 

in the 20th century.  

The famous traveller John Leland visited 

Beverley just before almost all the Minster 

clergy were expelled in 1548 as a result of 

the English Reformation. Leland wrote: 

‘the prebendaries’ [canons’] houses stand 

round about St John’s churchyard: whereof the 

[arch]bishop of York has one [house], moated, 

but all in ruin. The fairest part of the provost’s 

house is the gate and the front’. 

 

 

 

After 1548 much was 

demolished and stone 

was taken from the 

site to be used 

elsewhere leaving just 

one house in the north 

east corner which 

eventually became the 

Admiral Duncan Inn. 

 

(7) Beverley Minster from the Hall Garth by Fred Elwell, 1900. 

(1) A view of the buildings on Hall Garth (bottom right) c. 1920. 

 (2) Reconstruction of a medieval hall 

found in the Lurk Lane area. 

(5) The Admiral Duncan Inn by C. W. Clennell c. 1835.  

The inn closed in 1896 and the building became a farmhouse. 

(4) The remains of the moat on  

the north east side of the site. 

Sketch by Samuel Buck of the Warton house 

at Beverley Parks c. 1720.  

(6) The artist Fred Elwell on Hall Garth. 
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(3) 19th century view from Long Lane.   


