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NEWSLETTER 
 

AUTUMN 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

The Executive Committee of the Beverley & District Civic Society 
 
For the quarter ending 31st July 2017, here is the summary of some of the matters 
discussed by your Executive Committee: 
 
“History Boards”: The first of these had been fixed to St Mary’s Manor wall in North Bar 
Within. Committee members had said how well it looks and conversations with passers-
by have confirmed this. 
 
“Pride in our Place”: The Society decided to hire a stall in Saturday Market for our part 
in this national event.  Afterwards the Committee judged it to have been a success and 
intend to repeat the event in 2018.  This will coincide with Beverley’s creation of a 
conservation area 50 years ago. 
 
Membership of our Society is now 201. 
 
The future of the Elwell paintings reproductions – known as “Fred & Mary paint the 
town” – was discussed.  We still enjoy seeing them on many walls in the town and will 
retain them for the town’s enjoyment.  Some will need to be renovated/re-hung. 
 
Judge Walker, Life Member and a past President of our Society has died.  A letter of 
condolence was sent to his widow. 
 
Mrs Caroline Lacey, the new Chief Executive of ERYC, will speak at our Annual Dinner 
at Cerutti’s on 3rd December. 
 
The repeated failure of the pumping arrangements for the fountain in Coronation 
Gardens was discussed.  Action to raise the finance for solving the problem continues. 
   
Another of the regular meetings of one of our subcommittees with Mr Stephen Hunt, 
Head of Planning and Development Management, ERYC took place in June. 
 
The Annual Heritage Open Days occur every September.  Beverley Civic Society is 
linking with Hull Civic Society (in Hull’s Year of Culture) to open several buildings not 
usually open.             PTO 
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The distribution of the Society’s Quarterly Newsletter to our members was debated – 
this is ongoing.  The subject will be on the agenda of our AGM for members to discuss. 
 
Gerald O'Callaghan, Minute Secretary 
 
 

Judge J.D. Walker 
 
Judge ‘Jack’ Walker, for many years President of the Beverley & District Civic Society, 
has died at home in Beverley aged 93. He was a good friend to the Society, always 
willing to help and advise in any way he could. We send our condolences to his wife 
Elizabeth and their family. A memorial service will be held for him at St Mary’s Church, 
Beverley, on Friday 8 September at 12 noon. 
 

 

 
Beverley & District Civic Society Annual General Meeting 

 
NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Beverley and District Civic Society Annual General Meeting 
will be held at the Peter Harrison Room at Beverley Minster on THURSDAY 12th 
OCTOBER 2017 at 7.30pm.  Nomination forms for office in the Society or vacancies on 
the Executive Committee can be obtained from, and should be returned to, Mrs Pamela 
Hopkins, 6 York Road, Beverley HU17 8DP, tel 01482 861836, by Thursday 28th 
September 2017 
 
Agenda 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence. 
2. To approve the minutes of the 2016 AGM. 
3. Matters arising. 
4. To receive the Annual Report. 
5. To receive the Treasurer’s Report and receive and approve the Annual Accounts. 
6.  To receive the Secretary's Report. 
7. To receive the Membership Secretary’s Report. 
8. To elect the following Officers of the Society: President, Vice-Presidents, 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer. 
9. To elect members of the Executive Committee. 
In accordance with the Constitution of the Society, the under-mentioned members will 
retire at the AGM but will be eligible for re-election:  
Harry Flynn, Mike Guest, Angela Mulford 
NOTE: The under-mentioned will continue to serve on the Executive Committee for at 
least another year. 
John Bird, Barbara English, Mike Hildyard, Pamela Hopkins, Dick Lidwell, Rosemary 
Major, Gerald O’Callaghan, Sandy Patience, Dennis Peckett, Walter Sweeney, Wendy 
Usher-Bacon, Nick Waudby. 
10. Changes to distribution of our Newsletter 
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Heritage Open Days in Beverley  6-10 September 2017 

 
For the first time, in the great Hull year of the City of Culture, Beverley has been 
included in the Hull Heritage Open Day programme, a generous and much appreciated 
gesture by Hull Civic Society. Their Open Day programme is the largest in the country. 

The Beverley open days of 2017, 
organized by Beverley Civic 
Society, will show off some of the 
treasures of the town: the two 
great churches, the surviving 
Friary buildings, a medieval 
merchant house, two large 
Georgian houses, the Guildhall 

and County Hall’s council chamber from which the town and the East Riding have been 
governed for hundreds of years, the comparative newcomers of the East Riding Theatre 
and the Treasure House and Art Gallery, with, in a country setting, Skidby Mill, visible 
for miles around.   AND IT’S ALL FREE. 
 
Three guided town walks are included in the Heritage Open Day 

programme.  
Walkers will see 
medieval 
buildings, fine 
Georgian houses 
and inns, Victorian 
shops and homes 
and a 21st century 
college.  With or without guides, Beverley 
is a great place for walking – among the 
many compliments paid to the town by its 

visitors, John Cornforth wrote in Country Life that a walk through the town centre ‘is a 
memorable experience of townscape with one or 
two views as satisfying as any to be found in an English 
town’.  John Betjeman judged it ‘ A place made for walking 
and living in’ and more recently his daughter, Candida Lycett 
Green, called it ‘the sort of town you always hope exists.’  
Members of the Beverley Civic Society know this, of 
course – but the Heritage Open Days may show you 
things you’ll not have seen before.  Come and see for 
yourself and bring your friends. The charming and helpful City of Culture volunteers will 
be meeting, greeting and helping visitors at the sites. 
 
We have several events every day from Wednesday 6 September to Sunday 10 
September.  These are listed below:       PTO 
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Wednesday The Friary, St Mary’s church and two separate  town walks 
Thursday  East Riding Theatre 
Friday  The Minster, the Council Chamber County Hall  (with readings from 
Winifred Holtby’s South Riding),  East Riding Theatre and Lairgate Hall 
Saturday The Friary, Newbegin House, East Riding Theatre, the Guildhall, the 
Treasure House, 5-7 Newbegin, a town walk, Skidby Mill and St Mary’s church 
Sunday  The Friary, Newbegin House and Skidby Mill. 
 
Opening times and further details from mid July can be found at: 
Beverley Civic Society  http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk   
Hull City of Culture http://www.hull2017.co.uk 
The national website https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk 
And from the printed Hull Civic Society guide published in August and widely available 
at Tourist Information Centres and elsewhere. 
 
 

Butt Farm Heavy Anti-aircraft Battery 
 

Aerial view of the site as it is today 
World War II heavy anti-
aircraft (HAA) gunsite was 
known as Station H31 and 
Walkington gunsite and 
located 350 metres west of 
Butt Farm. The command 
post and all four gun 
emplacements are 
constructed from brick with 
flat concrete roof sections and 
concrete floors. The 
emplacements are arranged 
in an arc around the north-
west of the command post 
and are of DFW 55414 
design. Each gun emplacement has a central octagonal pit. The entrance in each case 
is on the side nearest the command post and retains hinges for the original iron blast 
doors. The command post measures 8 metres by 20 metres and is divided into 2 parts 
with a series of semi shrunken-rooms around a raised area which is open to the sky. 
Opposite the command post is an area of earthwork identified as the remains of a radar 
transmitter. Records dating to 1941 indicate that this battery was in the control of 173/62 
regiment. By June 1942 It was equipped with four mobile 3.7 inch guns supported by 
GL mkII radar. In July 1942 the station passed to 514/151 which was a mixed sex 
regiment staffing women from the Auxiliary Territorial Service who operated the radar 
and communications equipment. Over September to October 1942 the mobile guns 
were replaced by static guns. After the war the battery was retained as part of the post 
war Nucleus Force and was probably abandoned by 1950. 
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The Heavy Anti Aircraft battery is visible as structures and earthworks on air 
photographs. The main battery comprises a command post, four octagonal gun 
emplacements and two additional square gun emplacements. One of these 
emplacements, at TA 01603697, appears to be the area that was suggested as the 
remains of the radar transmitter by authority 1 (above). Other features include the 
magazine, gun laying radar mat and a later radar station. Large scale photography 
dating from December 1945 shows the site with all six guns and other equipment still in 
place. To the east of the battery is the associated military camp. The four main gun 
emplacements, command post and two buildings are extant on the latest 2011 oblique 
photography but the other structures have been demolished. 
 
The following is an article on Butt Farm by Mr Dennis Chapman featured in the 
Walkington Newsletter: 
 
“You may not be aware but there is, within Walkington parish, one of the best examples 
of a surviving World War II Anti Aircraft Battery in the country. Below is a wartime aerial 
photo. 

The Battery was at Butt 
Farm and was operational 
until the end of the war 
defending Beverley and 
the surrounding area from 
enemy aerial attack. Some 
70 years after it was last 
used we have carried out 
clearance works to reveal 
some remarkable 
structures. Although 
further restoration works 
are still required, we feel 
the site can be visited by 
local interested parties and 
we are prepared to 

arrange a limited number of informative accompanied tours this summer. 
 
Very few of the buildings remain today, with the exception of the 4 former Gun 
Emplacements and the Command Post. These are considered to be of such national 
importance that they have been listed by English Heritage as a Scheduled Monument. 
Around 50 similar Batteries were constructed on both sides of the River Humber during 
the war out of a total of almost 1000 nationally, but very few now have any surviving 
remains. H31, as it was known, was built in 1941 and for part of its life was also a 
training Battery. At the end of the war it was retained for use in the event of further 
hostilities but became obsolete in the early 1950’s with the advent of missile technology. 

PTO 
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Following the removal of the accommodation buildings, the former fields reverted to  
their previous use but, having no real alternative agricultural function, the Gun Site 
became abandoned, neglected and overgrown with vegetation. However, when taking 
over Butt Farm in 2014, we recognised we had inherited a rare piece of the nation’s 
military (and social) history and with the ongoing assistance of the local St Cuthbert’s 
Scout group and Historic England we are slowly undertaking a programme of 
restoration. 
This photo from Richmond Park is a Gun Emplacement of the type at Butt Farm when it 
was in action during the war: 

The Gun Site is fenced off for 
obvious reasons but, if you are 
interested in a visit we have 
arranged 3 guided tours. These 
will cover the purpose of an Anti 
Aircraft Battery, how it operated 
and why it was located there. 
Surprisingly, the tours should 
be as interesting to the ladies 
as to the men. It is not just 
about guns! There is some 
walking involved and the terrain 
will require sturdy footwear and 
reasonable mobility. However, if 
necessary, cars can drive up to 

the Battery by prior arrangement. It should be remembered that we are accessing the 
site from a working livestock farm so dogs are not encouraged. Also part of the farm is 
now a popular Caravan and Camping Site so we will be sharing some of their facilities.” 
 
Having contacted Dennis Chapman he has told me that the Tours this summer have 
been well attended and seem to have been well received. The remaining Tours are fully 
booked but he hopes to have further ones in September. He has said that if the Society 
can raise around 10 to 15 interested individuals and let him know he will try to arrange a 
private visit. In addition, there will be public tours for National Heritage Open Weekend 
but this is not intended to be for organised groups. Booking will be arranged through 
Butt Farm. 
 
Nick Waudby 
 

Membership Subscriptions 
 
Members are kindly reminded that subscriptions for the year 2017-2018 are due on 
October 1st, payable by standing order, cheque or cash. As stated on your membership 
card, you have six weeks to do this. We regret that names will be removed if 
subscriptions are not forthcoming. 
 
Wendy Usher-Bacon, Membership Secretary 
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Pride in Our Place 
 
On Saturday 17th June Beverley Civic Society hired a stall in Saturday Market. It was 
run by members of the Executive, a member of the society and Carli Black of Wolds 
Walking.  On display were leaflets showing pictures concerning the history of Beverley, 

old maps about the town, free booklets about 
Beverley, and other items of interest.  In presenting 
this stall we had been greatly helped by Fiona 
Jenkinson from the Guildhall, Sue and Rachel from 
TIC and Colin Bradshaw (a member of the Society).  
The purpose of the day was to join with other Civic 
Societies in England (who are also members of 
Civic Voice) in celebrating the place in which they 
live.  Passing members of the public were invited to 
come and talk to us and discuss what they liked 
about Beverley.  We kept a book in which people 

could write their comments.  Below are a few of the entries: 
 
"We visit Beverley every June for the Folk Festival and always come early so that 
we can enjoy the historical areas of Beverley." 
"I visit from Canada every few years.  Beverley is a marvellous example of an 
historic town that still in the 20th century has its magic." 
"I love the fact that there is a very valuable Beverley Civic Society to look after 
Beverley’s needs." 
"The best thing about Beverley is the history and the way the town has 
developed over the last 1000 years.  The worst thing about Beverley is people 
complaining about the town continuing to develop – ‘no new houses, no new 
shops’ they say.  How do you think Beverley has become the beautiful place it 
is?"   
"Forty years ago I said I would be living in this fabulous place. It took me a further 
22 years to realise this dream. Long may its beauty and individuality continue.  
Like everywhere things move on but the uniqueness of the town remains." 

 
At the end of the day all those who helped felt that this stall was a positive experience in 
which Beverley Civic Society made its presence felt in the market place and where we 
could listen to what people had to say about the town.  Who knows – it may even lead 
to new members joining our society. 
 
Pamela R Hopkins 
 

PTO 
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Beverley & District Civic Society goes to Lincolnshire 
 
On 14th June 26 members of the Civic Society boarded the coach for Lincolnshire. 
Within 30 minutes we had crossed the Humber and were at THORNTON ABBEY. 
 
This massive brick structure, built 1377-82, is believed to have been intended as a 
defence for the abbey during troubled times; it also served as a guesthouse for visitors.  
The windows facing the front are mere slits for the shooting of arrows while those at the 
back are large and let in plenty of light.  Inside we wandered through narrow brick 
passages and entered small rooms before going into the central hall.  After completing a 
tour of the gateway some ventured further to walk round the few but beautiful remains of 
the abbey.  
 
Next we were driven to the Royal Oak Inn where a buffet lunch was served.  After lunch 
we made the short journey to GUNBY HALL.  The hall was built in 1700 for Sir William 
Massingberd and remained with the family until it passed to the National Trust in 1944. 
It is an 18th century family home with a number of interesting artefacts. After a wander 
round the house, tea in the courtyard was available and a chance to explore the 
gardens.  The walled garden, huge in size, was a delight - full of June colour against a 
backdrop of tall Cypress trees.  The warm sunshine made it a pleasure to walk round 
and admire a garden worked on by others.  The grounds around the hall were extensive 
and full of interest. 

 
 
Photo by Liz Grove  
 
After two and a half hours at Gunby we 
boarded the coach and drove across the 
Lincolnshire Wolds and so back to the 
Humber and Beverley. Unfortunately, it had 
been a struggle to enrol sufficient members 
of the society to break even in cost. 
However, we were grateful to five friends, 
who were not members, for joining us. 
Everyone who came seems to have 
thoroughly enjoyed the day.  

 
Pamela R Hopkins 
 
 

114 Coltman Street 
 
Executive committee  members were invited to view this building which is being 
restored by Simon Kelsey. Three years ago it was featured in a television programme 
hosted by Caroline Quentin. Simon purchased the building from Hull City Council to 
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convert and renovate from multiple flats into a private residence. It was in a sorry state, 
but after many trials and tribulations is now on the way to  perfection. The house was 
built in 1835 and the original owner was philanthropist Christopher Pickering. Simon 
gave us a lecture at the Beverley Arms.about the house and how he is doing most of 
the work himself - not an easy task as he is a gardener. During heritage week the house 
will be open on the Saturday from 11am to 4pm.9th September. 
 
Wendy Usher-Bacon 
 
 

Annual Dinner 
 
The annual dinner will be held at Cerutti 2, Station Square, Beverley, on November 3rd 
2017, 7.00 for 7.30pm. Tables of 6 to 8 persons may be booked in advance. A menu for 
the evening is supplied with the newsletter along with the returns slip to indicate your 
choice and number attending. 
 
There are no tickets but a receipt will be sent if a self-addressed envelope is enclosed. 
Requests for tickets by 20th October 2017, please. Cheques should be made out to 
'Beverley and District Civic Society'. All enquiries to Wendy Usher-Bacon, tel 07970 
886479. 
 
Wendy Usher-Bacon 
 
 

Protecting the East Riding's open land, especially around Beverley. 
 
Here is a model analysis of how open land can be protected in East Riding, and how 
important it is to nurture the distinctiveness of such towns as Beverley. 
 
Concern has been expressed strongly that Beverley has experienced a considerable 
amount, and disproportionate share, of development in recent years. The environmental 
quality of (the East Riding's) open countryside, its general amenity and character and 
the identity of some settlements is seriously threatened. In order to tackle this threat and 
assist urban regeneration on initiatives in the City of Hull which might otherwise be 
undermined, a degree of development restraint is necessary in the area of Beverley. 
 
ERYC must work with Hull to protect Beverley's open countryside for its beauty, 
diversity of landscape and its ecological and recreational value,  to maintain the 
separate identity and individuality of Beverley, and to preserve, protect and enhance 
Beverley as an historic town of national importance. 
 
There is a conflict between the development pressures in Beverley and other 
considerations such as the town's environment, settlement identity and urban 
regeneration initiatives in the City of Hull.  

PTO 
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It is important therefore that development proposals on non-allocated sites do not, 
amongst other things, adversely affect the open countryside or the open areas between 
settlements which prevent coalescence nor lead to peripheral development which would 
adversely affect the character or appearance of settlements. An extremely important 
element of Beverley's character, especially as perceived by its residents, is the separate 
identity and individuality of its settlements. Development limits have been drawn to 
prevent inappropriate peripheral development.  
 
It  is a shock therefore to discover that East Riding of Yorkshire Council's two senior 
members have abandoned this kind of thinking. Giving no evidence or factual reasons, 
they have said simply that this kind of policy is 'out of date', and are refusing to explain 
why. One can conclude then that this policy would stymie the landlord and developer-
led approach to planning that ERYC is now taking. An idea has been promoted that the 
Government has set a housing 'target' for the environs of Beverley, but when repeatedly 
challenged, ERYC has not been able to produce any Government document 
substantiating this idea. Even more dismayingly, again after repeated requests, these 
senior councillors have not produced any exceptional circumstances that would justify 
any of the developments, built or  planned around Beverley since they came to office. 
   Offering no reasoned explanation whatsoever, ERYC has deliberately abandoned the 
local plan summarised above 
 
If they feel they can refute what is said in this article, Councillors Parnaby and Pollard 
are again invited to debate the subject before an audience of electors, and I shall be 
there. 
 
Richard Wilson, member of the Civic Society 
 
 

Consideration of our Quarterly Newsletter – change proposed 
 
The Civic Society Newsletter, sent to all our members each quarter is, we believe, an 
important means to talk to our members about what we do. Many members will have 
seen our website and we have recruited new members via this means. Very many of us 
communicate using emails and this, now, is a normal, familiar and inexpensive way to 
pass on information. What the Executive proposes is that the Newsletter will be sent to 
many more members than the 67 who currently received it via email. This will save 
postage (or shoe leather) and paper/envelopes.  The Society will ask everyone for an 
email address for dispatch of  the Newsletter.  For members without access to email a 
paper copy will continue to be available (delivered by the traditional means).  For 
members who have access to email but prefer a paper copy (and that includes some 
Executive Committee members) we ask you to print your own copy. The Autumn 2017 
issue will be distributed in the traditional way and we shall put the proposed change on 
the agenda of the Society’s AGM on Thursday 12th October 2017, for discussion by 
members. 
 
Gerald O’Callaghan 
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Forthcoming meetings 
 

Owing to flooding in St Mary's Hall we have temporarily to change the venues of 
meetings. We hope to be back in the hall by December, but cannot guarantee this. 

Confirmation will be issued in due course. 
 

All meetings will commence at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated 
 
Thursday 14th September 2017 
St Mary's Church 
Richard Porter 
St Mary's, Beverley: The Glory of Medieval Architecture 
 
Thursday 12th October 2017 
St Mary's School, Eden Road, Beverley HU17 7HD 
AGM followed by films of Beverley 
 
Friday 3rd October 
Annual Dinner 
Cerutti2, Station Square, Beverley, on Friday 3 November. For further details, cost, and 
booking, please contact Wendy Usher-Bacon, at 
wendycatlady@wendycatlady.karoo.co.uk 
 
Thursday 9th November 2016 
St Mary's School, Eden Road, Beverley HU17 7HD 
Professor Claire Cross 
MARGARET POWELL MEMORIAL LECTURE 
Dominican Friars and the Pilgrimage of Grace 
 
Thursday 14th December 2016 
Venue tbc  
Richard Avery & Neil King of Other Lives Productions 
The History of Theatre in Beverley. 
This is the Society's Christmas meeting, followed by a glass and a mince pie 
 
 

********************************************** 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Neil King, 1 Woodlands, Beverley HU17 8BT 
Tel: 01482 862752      email: neilandsarah@mansle.karoo.co.uk 

Please send material by email if possible: this saves re-typing. However, if you do 
not use email all contributions and letters, no matter how brief, are welcome. 

The deadline for copy to be included in the Winter 2016 Newsletter is Thursday 30th 
November 2017. 

Please note this date in your diary if you are likely to contribute 
 

Over a third of our membership now receive this newsletter in electronic form via email, 
thus saving valuable Civic Society resources for other use, not to mention the 
distributors’ shoe-leather and time. It is appreciated that many do not use email or 
prefer to receive their newsletter in hard copy form; but if you are willing to join the e-
circulation list, please could you let me know via the above email address. Many thanks. 
 

 

Affiliated to Civic Voice and Yorkshire and Humberside Association of Civic Societies 
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk 

 
 


