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Hidden Nature – Secret Garden (Chris Burrows)

Heritage Open Days are here again! Friday 11th - Sunday 13 th September
England’s National Heritage Festival is going ahead, and in Beverley there are 22
events this year, clustered in one busy weekend. The national theme is ‘Hidden Nature’
so we are opening a number of private, even secret, walled gardens near the town
centre, most of which you will never have seen, or even guessed were there. Some
public buildings, including churches, the Friary, the Guildhall, Freemasons’ Hall and the
famous and ancient inn The Monks’ Walk will open - all with carefully designed Covid-19
precautions following government guidelines. Mainly outdoor events with limited
numbers, one way systems and social distancing, we have tried to make our visits as
safe as they could possibly be. We really hope you can join us – it’s FREE ADMISSION
everywhere.

If any member would like to help steward for a shift over the weekend, please contact
Rosie at rosie@ryanuk.karoo.co.uk
Look for the open sites marked by the pink H, balloons and bunting. There is a cluster of
ten gardens in North Bar Without, New Walk and York Road; and other open gardens in
Newbegin, Keldgate and Highgate. All open 11-4 on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th
September. For further details of all the events including 3 online ‘visits’ please visit the
website http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk or http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk
Barbara English and Rosie Ryan

Notice of Special General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of a Special General Meeting of the Beverley and District Civic
Society to be held at 7pm on Thursday 8th October 2020. The venue will be St Mary’s
Church or if a physical meeting cannot be held owing to Coronavirus restrictions a
Virtual Meeting will be held online using the Zoom application. If a virtual meeting is to
be held further details and instructions on how to register and join the meeting will be
sent to members.
The purpose of the meeting will be to consider and to vote on the following proposed
amendments to the Society’s Constitution all of which have the support of the Executive
Committee. For these amendments to be made requires two-thirds majority of the
members present and voting at the Special General Meeting.
Amendment 1

To amend 3 Membership: iv)

from
“Annual Membership shall cease automatically when an annual subscription is unpaid
six months after it is due.”
to
“Annual Membership shall cease automatically when an annual subscription is unpaid
three months after it is due.”
The Executive feel that the current six months is overly generous and that three months
is sufficient time for people to have paid their subscriptions once they fall due at the
Annual General Meeting.
Amendment 2
which reads

To delete 3 Membership: v)

“Payment of an Annual Subscription to the Society by a person intending to become a
Member of the Society in the three months immediately preceding an AGM shall entitle
that person to Membership both for the year in which it is paid and for the year which
commences immediately after the AGM which follows the date of payment.”
The Executive feel that this incentive is unnecessary and could if taken in conjunction
with not paying the subscription the following year (see Amendment 1) above could
potentially give a Member 6 months or 9 months (if Amendment 1 is not carried) of extra
membership.
Amendment 3

To amend 10 Notices:

from
“Any Notice required to be given under the Constitution of the Society shall be deemed
to be duly given if left at, or sent by prepaid post, to the address in the United Kingdom
of that Member last notified to the Honorary Secretary.”
to
“Any Notice required to be given under the Constitution of the Society shall be deemed
to be duly given if emailed, left at, or sent by prepaid post to the address in the United
Kingdom of that Member last notified to the Honorary Secretary.”
The Executive feel that the addition of “email” to this paragraph properly reflects the
prevailing method of correspondence used by UK society and that generally used by
Members of the Society. The vast majority of correspondence sent and received by the
Society is by email and not by letter post as in the past.
Chris Burrows
Honorary Secretary

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the Beverley and District Civic
Society to be held at 7:30pm on Thursday 8th October 2020. The venue will be St
Mary’s Church or if a physical meeting cannot be held due to Coronavirus restrictions a
Virtual Meeting will be held online using the Zoom application. If a virtual meeting is to
be held further details and instructions on how to register and join the meeting will be
sent to members.
AGENDA
1)

Numbers Attending

2)

Apologies for Absence

3)

Minutes of the 2019 AGM

4)

Matters Arising

5)

To receive the Executive Committee’s reports
5.1)

Chairman’s Report

5.2) Honorary Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements up to 30th
September 2020
5.3)

Honorary Secretary’s Report

5.4)

Membership Secretary’s Report

6)

To elect the Officers of the Society and Members of the Executive Committee for
2020-21

7)

Any Other Business

Officers
President

Andrew Marr

Vice-President

Graham Stuart M.P.

Chairperson

Mike Hildyard (Year 1 of 3)

Vice-Chairperson

Dick Lidwell (Year 2 of 3)

Honorary Secretary Chris Burrows (Year 1 of 3)
Honorary Treasurer Angela Mulford (Year 2 of 3)

Members of the Executive
The following Members have resigned from the Executive with effect from the A.G.M.
Mike Hildyard
Pamela Hopkins
Dennis Peckett

The following Members are due to retire but are eligible to be re-elected: Angela Mulford

The other Members of the Executive are:Barbara English (Year 1 of 3)
Neil Harris (Year 2 of 3)
Chris Harrod (Year 1 of 3)
Neil Harris (Year 2 of 3)
Eva La Pensée (Year 2 of 3)
Rosemary Major (Year 1 of 3)
Rosie Ryan (year 1 of 3)
Ann Spedding (Year 2 of 3)
Walter Sweeney (Year 2 of 3)
Nick Waudby (Year 2 of 3)
The following are Co-Opted Members of the Executive who have an advisory and nonvoting capacity: Helen Watson

Prepared by Chris Burrows, Honorary Secretary

Richard Wilson
We are sad to report that Richard Wilson, who had been ill for some time, recently died.
Richard loved Beverley and, even after he had moved to Oxford, did all he could to fight
to preserve the best of our town. Some would say that he fought too forcefully, but no
one could deny his passion, commitment and persistence, especially when it came to
campaigning, right up to shortly before his death, against the building on green fields
south of Beverley and other issues. I first met him when he and Kate joined forces with
Ivan and Elisabeth Hall and John and Valerie Wilton-Ely to fight what they alleged was
local government maladministration over the building on land to the south of Beverley
Minster, putting up their own money to fund the battle. I taught two of his sons, both
excellent students, and the premature death of his eldest, Dan, was a devastating blow
to him. Our thoughts are with Kate, Toby and Oliver.
Neil King

Sir Michael Warton d.1655 (Mervyn King)

The new Friary and Eastgate History Board
This is in its final stages of creation, and might even, fingers crossed, be in place before
our AGM takes place. It has, as ever, turned up new information and new ideas, not all
of which can be compressed into the board’s 500 words. I thought it would be
interesting to describe some of the new discoveries (with thanks to David Neave, Susan
Neave and Diana Wyatt who provided many of the links).
The friars were expelled from the Beverley Dominican Friary in 1539. What we have
found is that the town account roll of 1541-2 (in East Riding Archives) seems to show
that in 1541, when Henry VIII came north, the council thought that they had better
smarten up the town and also the Friary in case the king wanted to stay (in the end he
stayed at Leconfield). The accounts record whitening of the North Bar, using gravel to
mend roads and lanes including Friars Lane, repairing the glass windows and making
the King’s heraldic arms. On this 1541 northern progress, Henry ate an enormous
Sunday dinner with the Ellerkers at Risby.

A hundred years later, in late 1642, Sir Michael Warton was living in the Friary, where
according to evidence in a law suit (in Hull History Centre) the Roundheads broke into
the Friary and nearly killed the man with their swords, stealing his possessions and his
horses. The same evidence shows that when Charles I came to Beverley in June 1642
he and presumably his sons, two future kings, stayed with the Remingtons, and dined
with the Mayor, Mr Manby. The king’s court was based at Lady Gee’s, but not the royal
family. Unfortunately we do not yet know where any of these three houses were.
Warton went south for many months after his wounding, but was probably back home
when in April 1653 his granddaughter Elizabeth married Salvin Carleill ‘at Sir Michael
Warton’s house in Beverley called the Fryers’. The Wartons later lived in an earlier
version of North Bar House.
Barbara English

Some Planning Matters
EE Communications have erected their new mast on Manor Road (opposite the Nursery
School). The work is still to be completed, but we look forward to the removal of the
temporary mast in the Beverley Arms car park in due course.
BP’s agents have been successful in their appeal against the refusal of planning
permission for the filling station and associated shop on the North East corner of
Killingwoldsgraves roundabout. Interestingly an outline application for a filling station
and employment units on the brown field site to the South on Killingwoldsgraves Lane
was approved before the result of the appeal was announced.
The Society commented constructively to the consultation undertaken by ERYC to its
proposal to temporarily increase the amount of pedestrianisation of Saturday Market
with funding from the Department of Transport’s Emergency Active Travel Fund.
The diagram on the next page shows the extent of the proposed increase in the green
hatched area.

The speaker at our next Public Meeting on Thursday 10th September is Stephen Hunt,
ERYC’s Head of Planning and Development Management. See later in this newsletter
for details.
Dick Lidwell
Update on the restoration of the North Bar Within pump

Members will have observed that our Victorian water pump in North Bar Within has
been reinstalled following its restoration. An information plaque will be produced in due
course, but here’s a short piece about the pump and the process of its restoration.
The pump was made by Samuel Owens of Whitefriars, East London. The company
produced many fine pumps most of which were located in London and the Home
Counties, including one in Hampton Court. The design is what is known as ‘Enriched
Gothic’ which was very popular during the ‘Gothic Revival’ period. Examples of the style
may be found in many places including Pugin’s designs for the Houses of Parliament,
and in railway station architecture. The colours chosen for the restoration recreate
authentic colours of the period.
Elmbridge Council (who own an identical Owens pump in Esher, West London) kindly
allowed their intact pump to be scanned to produce 3D models of the missing spout and
handle. Specialist contractors were commissioned: Chinchilla of London, NFire Labs of
Hull, and Slinden Services Ltd of Measham. The Minster’s stonemason Andrew
Gomersall cut the new base stone, an exact copy of the original, and local painter
Martin Bedford painted the final colour scheme.
The Society’s thanks go to the sponsors of the project: Yorkshire Water, Thwaites
(owners of the Beverley Arms), Beverley Town Council, East Riding of Yorkshire Council,
and a number nof individual donors. The project was managed by Society members
Richard Fatkin and Dick Lidwell.
Dick Lidwell

The New Membership Year 2020/2021
I would like to remind members that our next membership year begins at the AGM on
October 8th when subscriptions are due.
Subscriptions can be paid by cash or cheque, by BACS or by standing order. If you wish
to pay by electronic transfer then please use the account details below referencing your
payment with your full name/s.
I would like to appeal to members who do not currently pay by standing order to
consider setting one up as this would greatly assist the Membership Secretary. The
Society’s bank details are as follows:

Yorkshire Bank
Account name: Beverley & District Civic Society
Sort code: 05 02 37
Account number: 27597439

Thank you for your continued support.

Angela Mulford
Acting Membership Secretary

SEPTEMBER PUBLIC MEETING
Thursday 10th September 2020 at 7:30pm (Doors open at 7pm)
At the time of writing the Society intends to hold its first public meeting since the UK
Coronavirus lockdown came into force. In order to ensure better social distancing the
venue has been changed to St Mary’s Church rather the Church Hall.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU WEAR A FACE COVERING and comply with any
other measures put in place to ensure compliance with Coronavirus prevention.

The talk will be by Stephen Hunt who is the Head of Planning and Development for the
East Riding of Yorkshire Council and will be on the “Challenges of Future Planning in
the East Riding”
It would be most helpful if you intend to attend the meeting that you confirm this
in an email to Chris Burrows our Honorary Secretary at
goodtymeshull@hotmail.com or telephone 079221 48662 / 01482 866252.

*********************************************************************

A talk on The Lost Gardens of Beverley, marking the first day of Beverley’s Heritage
Open Days in 2020, will be given by James Godfrey and Chris Hand, in St Mary’s
Church, at 7.30 on Friday 11th September. Further details and booking arrangements
are shown below. As we can only admit 60 people to maintain social distancing, the
speakers have agreed to repeat the talk in spring or early summer 2021.

*******
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Neil King, Toad Hall, 70 Lairgate, Beverley HU17 8EU
Tel: 01482 862752

email: neilandsarah@mansle.karoo.co.uk

Please send material by email if possible: this saves re-typing. However, if you do not use
email all contributions and letters, no matter how brief, are welcome.

The deadline for copy to be included in the Winter 2020 Newsletter is
Monday 30th November 2020.
Please note this date in your diary if you are likely to contribute
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