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Beverley Civic Society

NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2020

Spring in Burton Bushes

Dick Lidwell

Here is the final extract from A Westwood Walk Through the Seasons by Susan Walker,
taken with permission from The Freedom of Beverley Westwood, by Norman and Susan
Walker (privately printed 2019). We hope members have all enjoyed these wonderful
descriptions of our much loved pasture through all the seasons, written by someone
who was for many years the Pasture Masters’ Clerk.
SPRING by SUSAN WALKER
Spring - There are carpets of starry celandines, a sprinkling of daisies and many
patches of pretty white wood anemones which dance in the breeze. The trees start to
bud, the Chestnut always first with fat sticky buds bursting into green leaves, the
delicate white flowers of blackthorn covering some of the wooded areas and the clear,
sweet song of the first skylarks to lighten any spirit as they hover so high above and
once they cease their song they fall to earth like a stone. As spring progresses the
lengthening grass becomes thick and lush and green - a ready meal for the turning out
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of the cattle mid-April who have been kept in close quarters all winter and to see their
joy at the freedom raises the spirits as they spend their first day inspecting the whole of
the pasture but soon settle down to enjoy their months on Westwood. Then in the
middle of May it is the highlight of the year - buttercups make swathes of blazing gold at
the sides of the roads and bright yellow splashes over the rest of the pasture and the
beauty and scent of the white hawthorn blossom takes your breath away. The Chestnut
is majestic, covered in white candles and the Lime trees at the roadsides are hung with
lime coloured flowers. In the damper hollows the delicate lilac Cuckoo flowers gently
grow.
Heritage Open Day Gardens

photo Philippa Naylor
This year’s Heritage Open day theme ‘Hidden Nature’ has been interpreted to include
the (back) gardens of Beverley houses, which are usually hidden and definitely bristling
with nature!
The gardens are mainly close to the town centre and along the thoroughfare leading to
Molescroft. The majority are owned by Civic Society members – but there are many
more glorious gardens that we don’t know, and remain hidden.
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As it is we have about 14 gardens opening for one or both of the weekends of the 12 th
and 13th and the 19th and 20th September 2020. The exception is 7 Hengate which is
open on Friday 18th September to coincide with the opening of the High School,
Norwood House and St. Mary’s Church nearby.
There will be plenty of great gardening, different styles of gardens to see, opportunities
for refreshments, children' entertainments, a plant stall and even art exhibitions along
the way, and all for free!
If anyone would be willing to do some stewarding, i.e. on the gate taking names and
addresses for an hour or so, could you contact me on the email address below? And if
anyone could organise the sun to shine?
Rosie Ryan
rosie@ryanuk.karoo.co.uk

Diana Randle 1939-2020
Our much-loved meetings organiser, Diana Randle, died in January, surrounded as she
would have wished by her beloved family. All her life she helped people, and for the
Society she was a tower of strength, extremely efficient in the choice and management
of the programme she arranged for us each year. Now she is not with us, we all realise
just how much she did for the Civic Society, and how lucky we were to have her – and
of course wish she was still here. She was the widow of a much-loved surgeon, Guy.
Her kindness to all, her friendliness, her enthusiasm: a great loss.

News from the Development Group
Current planning matters, and watch this space!
The application by EE to erect their communication mast at the southern end of Manor
road has been approved subject to a few conditions including to paint the necessary
boxes and the mast green to reduce its impact on the environment.
Members may have observed that the large area to the south of Lord Roberts Road, the
former site of the care home, and the rifle range, the probation office, ERT, and car
parks has been put on the market for development. In the current Local Plan this site is
designated for mixed use; retail, employment and housing. The area is an important one
in the Town Centre with distinctive views of The Minster, and The Society will be
monitoring progress with interest, and intends to put forward its own proposals.
Similarly, the former care home Westwood Park at the Western end of Langholm Close,
now derelict, is subject of a development proposal by McCarthy and Stone. At the time
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of going to press consultations are to take place, but no application has yet been lodged
with ERYC.
The Society regularly makes comments on planning applications, and sometimes gets
requests from the public for support on local issues. In making comments to the
planning authority one has to bear in mind that LAs can only take into account factors,
described as material planning considerations, that are considered in the light of
relevant policies and planning law. These are quite extensive, but the list of what are not
material planning considerations is also relevant so we have to be aware of what is and
what is not acceptable as a comment. To assist members of the public, Molescroft
Parish Council have a helpful list of these on their website and members may find it
interesting and helpful to consult the link below:
https://molescroft-pc.gov.uk/planning
The Group had its biannual meeting with ERYC’s Head of Planning and Development
and the Conservation Officer. Amongst the topics discussed were the plans to repair the
fencing at Burton Bushes, progress on the Local Plan Review which will be published in
September, Railtrack’s plans for repair and improvement of the station’s pedestrian
bridge, and possible revision of the Authority’s policy on Beverley’s primary retailing
shopping zone to take account of the changing nature of high streets given the increase
in on-line shopping.
Dick Lidwell
Wyke Students helping the town
A number of Wyke College students, the Eco Group, with help from ERYC’s Area
Service Manager who provided equipment, spent the morning of 19 th February (despite
the cold weather) clearing ivy and other rubbish from the old cemetery on New
Walk/Molescroft Road. They are working with the Society to undertake other community
projects to improve the look of Beverley: helping to remove litter, improving the
appearance of our Ginnels, etc. The music group have ideas too, maybe to hold a street
Gig featuring ‘40/50s’ music in the summer.
Photos follow of some of the students and work in progress at the cemetery.
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Dick Lidwell

The removal of the Victorian Pump in North Bar Within
On a cold and wet December day contractors arrived to take the pump to the works in
Derbyshire to start the restoration. The team worked hard for almost four hours in the
adverse conditions, but were rewarded by the positive comments from Beverlonians
passing by: “Hope you’re not removing it permanently”, “No, it is to be restored”,
“Excellent”.
It became clear that the pump is a much appreciated part of Beverley’s history, and the
its return later in the year restored to its full glory will be warmly welcomed.
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Dick Lidwell
The Beverley And District Website
Most of us are old enough to be amazed at what websites can do for us – the Society’s
website has changed the way we do many things, communicating with our members,
with other societies, with ERYC. We asked for statistics on ‘hits’ i.e. who looked at our
website, and were astonished that in the last year 200 people each week looked at the
site, 95% from the UK but with others from Italy, Spain, Argentina and the USA, who
sometimes send us the weirdest enquiries, which we always try to answer. It is a great
source for new members. It would be good to have a constant stream of happenings,
like a local newspaper, but at the moment that is beyond the webmaster.
If you haven’t looked, try clicking this address http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk/
Or just google Beverley Civic Society, that works too.
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Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic Societies (YHACS)
Beverley meeting: Saturday 25th April 2020
As members may recall the next quarterly meeting of YHACS is being held in Beverley
on Saturday 25th April 2020 in Toll Gavel United Church.
These meetings are attended by members of the Yorkshire Civic Societies (of which
there are 39). It is a great opportunity to meet other like-minded people, and to hear
talks on national and regional topics of interest.
Please see below the provisional programme for the event.
Full details of the speakers will be published in due course.
Provisional Programme
10.30am to 12.00 noon

Choice of Morning tours of Beverley:

Historic Beverley and the Civic Society
Newer Beverley
St Mary’s Church
1.00pm

Introductions and welcomes:

Mayor of Beverley
Chairman of Beverley Civic Society
1.15pm

YHACS Business Reports

1.35pm

First Speaker

Beverley; a thriving town?
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2.00pm

Tea break

2.30pm

Principal Speaker

‘Building Better by Design’
3.30pm

Reports from Civic Voice and Member Societies

4.00pm

Close

Dick Lidwell
Beverley Civic Society Outing to Shibden Hall (near Halifax),
Friday 15th May 2020
Itinerary: 9.00 a.m. leave Beverley from Norwood (opposite the Durham Ox pub)
10.30 a.m. arrive at Shibden Hall followed by coffee break
11.30 a.m. tour through the Hall
1.00 – 2.30 p.m. lunch at Mereside Centre
The afternoon will be spent in the extensive and beautiful grounds of the
estate. There are a number of attractions.
4.30 p.m. departure from Shibden Hall
6.00 p.m. arrive back in Beverley
The cost per person will be £35.00, which includes the bus journey, the entrance fee to
the Hall and the lunch at the Mereside Centre. This meal will include a bowl of soup, a
mixture of sandwiches and a drink of tea or coffee. Morning and afternoon refreshments
are available at the Mereside Centre until 3.00 p.m. and at the Hall. Please pay
individually for these items.
Set in the picturesque Shibden valley, a mile from Halifax, Shibden Hall dates back to
1420 and offers visitors a fascinating journey through the lives of the people who lived
and worked here. The adjacent 17th cent. aisled barn and workshops house a carriage
collection and displays relating to different crafts. The Hall is surrounded by the
beautifully restored gardens and estate that form Shibden Park. There is a range of
features and attractions, including a drystone walling exhibition.

9
For 300 years the Shibden estate was in the hands of the Lister family. Its most famous
resident was Anne Lister (1791-1840), who became the sole owner.
The hall has been used for filming the 2019 BBC TV series ‘Gentleman Jack’ about
Anne Lister’s life based on her detailed diaries.
The Mereside Centre, where we have booked lunch (also available for coffee/tea break)
has a modern large restaurant overlooking the lake. To get there one can either walk 10
minutes down the hill or take a land train.
Should the weather be very unkind, we can take afternoon tea at the Grade 1 listed
Piece Hall in Halifax. It is the sole survivor of the great 18th century northern cloth halls.
See separate sheet for application form.
Puzzle Picture

photo: Barbara English
Do you know where this is? What the water course is called, and, more difficult,
who built it? He was a great engineer. Answers in the next newsletter.
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Our Winter newsletter included this puzzle picture of 1921 by Fred Elwell

This has become a greater puzzle for us. Called Armstrong’s Garage, this is in the
Williamson Art Gallery, Birkenhead (not Beverley Art Gallery as we wrongly said). An
anonymous online site says the picture shows the interior of the 15 th-century timberframed building, a garage and workshop owned from 1907 by Gordon Armstrong, a man
who designed his own car, The Gordon, and also patented the Armstrong shock
absorbers formerly made in town. The painting shows two mechanics working at a
bench, motor bikes and parts of two cars. So we thought that the correct answer was
‘Armstrong’s Garage now St Mary’s Arcade, with a range of small retail units. But is that
right? The timber roof does not look very old (that might be artistic licence). Could this
be the first Armstrong factory on the Eastgate site, later rebuilt larger? Any of our
members remember?
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Forthcoming meetings...
... which will be in St Mary's Parish Hall,
and all meetings will commence at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated
Winifred Holtby's Yorkshire Roots: A Family Connection - Robin Horspool
FRSA
7:30pm - 9:00pm Thursday March 12th
!!CHANGE OF VENUE!! Now St Mary's Church
North Bar Within, Beverley, HU17 8BH
A personal presentation of Winifred’s love of her native Yorkshire and her association
with the speaker’s family.

Beverley Houses 1330-1730 - Dr Susan Neave
7:30pm - 9:00pm Thursday April 9th
The well-known East Riding historian gives an illustrated talk on some of the bestrecorded houses in the town of Beverley from the high middle ages to the first years of
the Georgian Age.
Beverley Minster, the East and West Windows - Simon Delaney
7:30pm - 9:00pm Thursday May 14th
Simon Delaney, of the York Glaziers Trust, gives a fully illustrated talk on both the East
and West great windows of Beverley Minster, now restored with the help of science.

Shibden Hall, near Halifax, Beverley Civic Society Annual Outing
9:00am – 6.00pm Friday May 15th
Shibden Hall - Shibden Park, Lister's Rd, Halifax HX3 6XG
We have booked a visit to Shibden Hall, near Halifax, a timber hall built in 1420, famous
for its 19th century occupant Anne Lister ('Gentleman Jack)', superbly played by
Suranne Jones in the TV series.
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**********************************************
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Neil King, Toad Hall, 70 Lairgate, Beverley HU17 8EU
Tel: 01482 862752
email: neilandsarah@mansle.karoo.co.uk
Please send material by email if possible: this saves re-typing. However, if you do
not use email all contributions and letters, no matter how brief, are welcome.
The deadline for copy to be included in the Spring 2020 Newsletter is
Sunday 31st May 2020.
Please note this date in your diary if you are likely to contribute
Affiliated to Civic Voice and Yorkshire and Humberside Association of Civic Societies
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk
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VISIT TO SHIBDEN HALL - HALIFAX
On Friday 15th May 2020 members of the Beverley Civic Society will
visit
Shibden Hall and its estate.
Departure: 9.00 a.m. leave Beverley from Norwood (opposite the
Durham Ox pub)
Return: 6.00 p.m.
PLEASE RETURN THE LOWER PART OF THE SHEET WITH A
CHEQUE to:
Mrs. Eva La Pensée, 6 Minster Avenue, Beverley, HU17 0NL
Contact details: Email: elapensee@gmx.com
Tel.: 01482 860609

I/we wish to participate in the visit and I/we wish to book……. places.
Full Names:
(1) ………………………………….
(2)
……………………………..
Address: …………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………..
Email Address: ……………………………………………….
Tel.: ………………………………..
Mob.: ……………………….
I/We enclose a cheque to the value of £ 35.00 per person £ ……….
made payable to the “Beverley Civic Society”.
Please state any special dietary requirements.

