
Wednesday Market 

originally occupied 

the large triangular 

area (hatched on the 

plan) to the north of 

the Minster. Much of 

this was gradually 

built over, leaving the 

open area, today’s 

Wednesday Market, 

which historically 

included Butcher Row, 

Well Lane, Highgate 

and other areas.  

 

Potter Lane was an old 

name for the west end 

of Trinity Lane.  

Over the last 200 years 

four pubs existed here, of 

which two buildings 

remain. The Spotted Cow 

was at the back of a 

butcher’s shop until 

1937; the Queen’s Head 

was originally similar in 

style to its neighbours 

before it was re-fronted 

as ‘mock tudor’. The Railway Tavern stood on the west corner of 

Eastgate and Wednesday Market, and it is thought that the 

French Horn was situated on the north-east corner of Highgate. 

The Domesday Book’s 

entry written in Latin 

for Beverley in 1086, 

records that the town 

paid no royal taxes 

and (line 6) was held 

by the archbishop and 

the Minster canons. 

WEDNESDAY MARKET 

The way to the Dominican Friary was Friars or Fryer Lane.  

Well Lane was called Fishmarketmoorgate from the 14th to 16th 

century and led to Westwood. 

Wednesday Market once had buildings, a cross and a cockpit in 

the centre: these were removed in 1731 and an obelisk built 

instead, seen in this painting by Thomas Bonfrey Burton. In 1882 

the obelisk was replaced by a large lamp. The chimney in the 

background belonged to William Crosskill & Sons cart and 

wagon ironworks on Eastgate. 

Mary Wollstonecraft, 

writer, philosopher, and 

author of A Vindication 

of the Rights of Woman 

(1792), lived in No. 2 

Highgate as a child and 

was educated in this 

town. At that time 

Highgate was taxed as 

part of Wednesday 

Market ward. 

Beverley was home to several very rich 

families who supported King George III and 

left America after the British lost the war in 

1783. The de Lanceys lived at 25 Highgate, 

their relatives the Crugers at 40 North Bar 

Within and the Laws at Keldgate Manor.  

The first of Beverley’s Primitive 

Methodist chapels was built in 

Wednesday Market in 1825. In 

1886 a larger chapel with seating 

for 800 was opened; but by the 

early 1950s the congregation had 

dwindled and the building was 

dilapidated. Demolished in 1958, 

it was replaced by Crystal Motor 

Garage. Boyes Ltd acquired the 

site and opened in a new building 

in 1993. 
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Hotham House 

in Eastgate was 

designed by the 

London architect 

Colen Campbell 

for Sir Charles 

Hotham c.1715, 

and the map (1) shows its impact on the street.  Demolished in 

1766, some carved woodwork was reused elsewhere, including 

exterior doorcases on 26-28 Eastgate and an oak frieze above the 

old staircase of Beverley Art Gallery. The large site of Hotham 

House is now occupied by the highly regarded Eastgate 

development which replaced Armstrong Patents factory.  

The market place was 

altered for new roads: 

Railway Street in 1846 

and Lord Roberts Road 

in 1909. Half of 

Highgate House was 

demolished to make 

room for Lord Roberts 

Road. See picture [11] 

for its repositioned 

barley twist drainpipe. Produced by the Beverley Civic Society assisted by Beverley Guildhall 

For more information please visit beverleycivicsociety.co.uk 

Until 2007 Hull City Council owned a municipal 

phone company. Its distinctive cream public phone 

boxes (design K6, by Giles Gilbert Scott) lack the 

crown above the door and the red paint, as they 

were not owned by the General Post Office. 

Map based on William Burrow’s map of 1747 
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Highgate House  c. 1870  

Marks & Spencer in Butcher Row now 

stands on the site of the former Marble 

Arch cinema, built in 1916, and named 

from the small arched alley that ran 

between the old timber-framed cottages 

demolished to make way for the cinema. 

Wednesday Market was probably the first Beverley market, often 

called Fish Market and selling river and sea produce. In 1573 the 

centuries-old market was granted to the mayor of Beverley. The 

great annual Cross Fair was held here and in Highgate. 
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