
Every human era leaves an imprint 
on the land. Prehistoric people built 
graves on Westwood: there are 
three Bronze Age ‘barrows’ (mounds 
over graves) (1, 2, & 3), two being 
near Black Mill, and a number of 
Iron Age round and square barrows 
(4 & 5), where, in 1875, William 
Greenwell excavated a ‘chariot’ 
burial, a type of grave that contains 
the remains of horses, carts, 

metalwork and sometimes human 
skeletons. The Romans left traces of 
rectangular field systems, and 
perhaps a Romano-British settlement 
with banks and ditches (6).  
 
Medieval farmers’ legacies are the 
sunken tracks thought to link animal 
enclosures to ponds (7) and the 
corrugated lines of ridge and furrow 
ploughing, still visible in grassland (8). 
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Westwood, the largest of Beverley’s common 
pastures, is a much-loved area of 600 acres of 
grass and trees, one of England’s finest 
commons given English Heritage’s highest 
rating of 4 stars, as is the smaller Hurn to the 

north. Beneath our feet, grass, sand and clay 
lie over a thick layer of white chalk, which has 
been dug out for centuries, leaving small 
hollows and larger ‘Pits’ (Newbegin and 
Limekiln). Used for 
building, chalk was 
also burnt in 
limekilns to make 
quicklime for 
mortar, putty, 
bleach, fertilizer 
and in tanning. It is 
still quarried today 
at the Whiting 
Works beside 
Westwood. 
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The higher ground of Westwood provided sites 
for many windmills: Fishwick’s Mill (9) was 
burnt down in 1861 during a riot about its 
ownership, Union Mill (10) stopped working in 
1897 and became the golfers’ clubhouse, and 
Westwood Mill (11) is now part of a house.  
Black Mill (12) lost its sails and machinery in 
1868 but remains an outstanding landmark. 
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The commons have traditionally been peaceful 
places, but they also have a military past.  
Medieval soldiers mustered and drilled here 
before going to war. In 1536 a serious rebellion 
against Henry VIII began in Beverley, when the 
townsmen mustered on ‘Westwood Green’ 
before marching towards York to join Robert 
Aske, overall leader of the ‘Pilgrimage of 
Grace’.  
 
A century later Charles I came to Beverley and 
the town was involved in the outbreak of the 
English Civil Wars: musket balls found in 
Limekiln pits are evidence of civil war 
skirmishes. During World War One, the 
racecourse became an airfield, and in World  

War Two, Westwood became a military 
training area with old quarries used for tanks, 
and the Home Guard trained to use a mortar 
(13) at the bottom of Hill 60. Practice trenches 
dug east of the Golf Clubhouse are World War 
survivals. 

Over the centuries there have been many 
disputes about ownership of the ‘common’ 
pastures of Beverley. Currently the county 
authority owns the freehold and the Pasture 
Freemen of Beverley, led by twelve Pasture 
Masters elected annually, own the above-
ground structures and manage the land. 
Common land is legally protected, and no part 
of it can be disposed of for any purpose 
without an Act of Parliament.  

In 2010 an Act of Parliament allowed more 
people to be Pasture Freemen and after the 
2019 election, 4 out of 12 Pasture Masters 
were women. Historically Freemen kept a 
controlled number of animals on the pastures 
(called ‘stinting’), the right to graze each 
animal being called a ‘gate’. Strict bye-laws 
were laid down (14). These days ‘gates’ are 
typically rented out to farmers. ‘Neatherds’ 
are employed by the Pasture Masters to look 
after the livestock, and maintain the pastures. 
The York Road Gatehouse is the last 
remaining of six gatehouses, occupied by the 
Westwood 
neatherd, and 
in 2018, the first 
woman 
neatherd was 
appointed. 

HURN 

Domesday Book records, in 1086, a ‘large 
pasturable woodland’ at Beverley, probably 
Westwood, which three hundred years later 
was granted by Archbishop Alexander Neville 
of York to the townspeople for an annual rent 
of £5. Westwood’s trees were felled from the 
mid 1500s onwards, and now there are only 
25 acres of ancient woodland left at Burton 
Bushes, listed since 1968 as a ‘Site of Special 
Scientific Interest’. 

Westwood is used for grazing from April until 
November. Commons are for the public’s 
casual enjoyment and walking and Westwood 
has been so used since at least the 18th 

century. Horse 
races have been 
held here for 
hundreds of years: 
a southern 
racecourse moved 
in 1765 to the 
northern area of 
Westwood called 

Hurn, where the first grandstand was built. 
Racehorses were trained on the Tan Gallop 
circuit (15). 
 
Westwood was also used for cruel sports like 
bull baiting, cock fighting, and ratting: the iron 
ring in Newbegin Pits (16) shows where bulls 
were tethered to be baited by dogs. 
Westwood’s steep hills are popular for 
sledging on slopes known as Hill 60, Devil’s 
Drop and Niagara. Cricket, hockey, football, 
foxhunts and model aircraft have all used 
Westwood. The Beverley & East Riding Golf 
Club is one of the oldest in Yorkshire.  
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In spring and summer 
skylarks sing above the 
golden buttercups. 
Westwood has around 
63 varieties of birds, 
with breeding pairs of 

the greater spotted woodpecker and tawny 
owl. In Burton Bushes at the north-west corner 
anemone, wood sorrel and yellow pimpernel 
flourish under aged oaks showing that it is 
ancient woodland.  

A visit in spring will 
see the Bushes 
awash with 
bluebells and alive 
with birdsong. The 
resident birds are 
joined by summer 
visitors such as 
chiffchaffs and 
blackcaps.  
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Burton Bushes 
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2. Chalk blocks in an old wall on Narrow Racket 

1. Whiting works to the south of Westwood 

3.  Fishwick’s Mill in 1800 

4.  WW1 Sopwith Camel fighter biplane 

5.  Skylark 

6.  Burton Bushes 

7.  

8.  Seal of Archbishop Neville 

9.  Pasture bye-laws on York Road 

10.  Westwood Road gatehouse 

13.  The earliest grandstand on Hurn 12.  Cricket at Black Mill c.1870 
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