
 

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 

WINTER 2020 
 
 
 
 

 
Report by the Honorary Secretary – Chris Burrows 

Special General Meeting 

The minor changes proposed to the Constitution were approved at the Special General 
Meeting and the Constitution has been amended accordingly. 

Annual General Meeting 

At the A.G.M. we appointed a new Chairperson, Dick Lidwell (pictured) and we wish him 
well as he leads us through a time of change and upheaval.  

 

The names and addresses and telephone details of the members of the Executive 
Committee will be published in the Spring Newsletter as required by the Constitution. 

In the meantime if you wish to contact the Society or any member of the Executive you 
can do this by contacting me Chris Burrows email: goodtymeshull@hotmail.com 
Telephone: 01482 866252 Mobile: 079221 48662 or leave a message on the “Contact Us” 
page of the Society’s website www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk  

Subscriptions for Membership  

                  Beverley Civic Society 



 

 
 

The subscription for Annual Membership remains at £15 per person and became due at 

the A.G.M. on 8th October 2020. The Society is encouraging members to pay by Standing 
Order. Please contact our Membership Secretary Angela Mulford for details email: 
mulfo@mulfo.karoo.co.uk Telephone 01482 866045. 

 

Technology – New Printer and Laptop 

 Thanks to the very generous donation by a member who 
resides in the U.S.A, we now have a new printer which is used for the Society’s 
administration. It is capable of colour printing up to A3 size and on both sides of the paper. 
It is being used in conjunction with the Society’s new laptop and has improved the quality 
and efficiency of our administration. 

 

Beverley Civic Society 2021 Calendar 

 
As many of you will have seen from the publicity we have generated, the Society has 
created a calendar for 2021 entitled “Deserted Beverley”. This came about from an idea 
that one of our members, Colin Bradshaw had during the first Coronavirus lockdown 
period. During his daily permitted cycle rides he took his camera and recorded some 660 
photographs of a Beverley we haven’t seen for many years – devoid of cars! 

At the Executive Committee meeting in October the idea was approved and a small sub-
committee formed to bring the calendar to fruition. The members were Dick Lidwell, Chris 
Harrod, Colin Bradshaw and Chris Burrows and within a couple of weeks we had not only 
selected the photographs, but also the format and the printer. We thought we might be 
able to sell 100 copies of this A3 size calendar but at the time of writing we had far 
exceeded this number with over 500 sold. Not only have the production and sales of this 
calendar produced terrific publicity and goodwill for the Society, but it has also produced 
funds for ourselves and for our partner the charity: Yorkshire Air Ambulance.  



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

  

As part of our PR we have recruited Dylan the Dog who also appears in the August 
photograph of Saturday Market. (See picture below) 

 

I hope that when you read this article we will still have stock available so that you can 
order this in time for Christmas by contacting Chris Burrows email: 
goodtymeshull@hotmail.com or phone 01482 866252 / 079221 48662 

  

Beverley in the Footsteps of Time – New Book 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Peter Lee and Peter Hick have published their new book: Beverley in the Footsteps of 
Time. Much in the style of last year’s Beverley in Poems, Paintings and Prose, the new 
book contains over 30 paintings, accompanied by Hickory’s inimitable poems and some 
informative and historical writings. It makes an ideal Christmas present and is priced at 
£10. Profits will go to Jacobs Well and to St Mary’s and the Minster Restoration Fund. 
The book is now available and can be ordered by contacting:  

Milan Tojagic : email: milan@mtoj.karoo.co.uk Tel: 07771 817932/ 01482 864282 

Chris Herman: email: chrisherman200@gmail.com Tel: 07802 751131/01482 862720 

 

Planning Group Report 

The autumn, despite the Covid crisis, has been as busy as ever with regard to planning 
matters. Although the ongoing crisis has produced great, and continuing, difficulties for 
many businesses, creating empty spaces in the town’s retail area, some new small 
enterprises have opened. Members may have noticed the increase in decorating and 
improvements to shop fronts within the town centre. Some of these improvements are a 
direct result of grants from ERYC”s ‘Love your High Street’ scheme. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

It is always pleasing to see developments with good design that improve our town’s street 
scene. A recent example shown above is the rebuild of the small derelict workshop on 
Lord Roberts Road. Note the brickwork detailing, the window design and quality, including 
the oriel window and the retention of the first floor loft door. Just a shame the road sign 
detracts from full enjoyment of the façade. 

Another example is the building on the corner of Dog and Duck Lane and Ladygate. The 
recently completed conversion and new build, while it may be to some rather ‘bright’, has 
given a ‘lift’ to the street, and provided a good number of smaller dwellings suitable for 
town centre living.  

The Society continues to comment on many planning applications in Beverley, in 
particular those affecting the Conservation Area and Listed Buildings, and on planning 
developments and policies. 

It is keeping a watching brief on a number of plans which includes ‘Minster Towers’ on 
Lord Roberts Road and the surrounding area which has been sold, but at present plans 
for its development have not been published: see screen shot below showing this 
important area in the town centre adjacent to many listed buildings and with open views 
of The Minster; one of the last available areas for development. 

 



 

 
 

   

Other plans being monitored are the ones to develop a holiday caravan park to the north 
of the former Lakeminster homes site and adjacent to the Southern Relief and the Hull 
Roads, and the two applications for filling stations and associated businesses at 
Killingwoldgraves. 

For details of all planning applications see:  

https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/  

 

HM Government’s White Paper for reform of the planning system 

This is a major matter that has concerned the Group for a while: the first fully 
comprehensive revision of the system since 1947 which has prompted much debate by 
Parliament, Civic Societies and relevant professional bodies. 

Your Society has responded with constructive and critical comments, and has provided 
our MP and Vice President, Graham Stuart, with a copy of our response. There is not 
space here to give full details of the White Paper, and reproduce the Society’s 
comments. However to view the White Paper see: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachmen
t_data/file/907647/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf 

Should members wish to see the Planning Group’s submissions, do get in touch with Dick 
Lidwell (richard@lidwell.com). 



 

 
 

Some key areas of the proposals are outlined below: with a few comments in italics. 

(1) Speeding up the creation of new Local Plans with encouragement of full public 
consultation, together with the establishment of Design Guides for local areas. 

(2) Probably the most radical proposal: the creation of three zones for development and 
planning: these being: ‘Growth’, ‘Renewal’ and ‘Protection’. Once adopted by the Local 
Plan applications within the ‘Growth’ Area would have a presumption of outline permission 
but details would still have to be approved by the Council and conform to Design Guides. 
‘Renewal’ areas would have more controls as now, and the ‘Protection’ zone would be as 
stated. Indeed a radical proposal and one that is stimulating much national debate. Watch 
this space! 

(3) To introduce a National housing target formula (by an algorithm). This controversial 
proposal has come under much criticism from MPs and Civic Societies and other 
interested groups, and looks likely to be reviewed. 

(4) Review of the system for developers’ contributions to the Community levy; i.e. via the 
106 agreements that provide for community facilities, including the provision of ‘affordable’ 
houses. It suggests a reduction of the current levels for the provision of affordable house. 
In addition to retaining the affordable home provision, there needs to be a focus on the 
provision of ‘Social Housing’ restoring the rights and ability for Local Authorities and 
Housing Associations to undertake new building again. 

(5) A suggestion to digitalise all planning communication; i.e. publish details only on 
websites, on-line, via phone apps, etc. This would dispense with the obligation to 
advertise planning applications on lamp posts, etc. The retention of lamp post publicity 
and local papers is essential, especially given the discontinuation of notification of 
applications to neighbours. There needs to be recognition that not all have access to high 
quality fast IT, and the difficulty of viewing plans on small screens. 

(6) A proposal to have more focus on ‘Design’ and ‘Beauty’ with the re-establishment of a 
National Design Advisory body (e.g. similar to the former Fine Arts Commission) and for 
each Local Authority to ensure the appointment of a Principal Officer with that 
responsibility. Highly desirable; quality of current design is woeful, but ‘Beautiful’ is difficult 
to define as it lies in the ‘Eyes of the Beholder’. Who will be the arbiter?  

(7) It proposes a sustainability target, with an ‘expectation’ that from 2025 there would be 
a 75% reduction in the production of CO2. A highly unambitious target. Government needs 
to set and enforce higher environmental building standards more quickly as a principle, 
but also to meet its declared carbon emission targets by 2050. 

Dick Lidwell 

 

Beverley and the Medieval Hanse Trade  

One has seen from local press releases in June that Beverley Town Council was informed 
by the virtual International Hanse Day in Brilon/Germany that its application for 



 

 
 

membership of the Modern Hanseatic League has been successful. The announcement 
was made at the conference of delegates on 6th June 2020. 

Hull represents the English contingent of Hanse Towns - currently King’s Lynn, Boston 
and Ipswich - and now Beverley has joined 194 cities in 16 countries across northern 
Europe. It is, without doubt, the largest network of its kind in the world.  

Despite the mention of a hanse huis in Beverley’s ancient charter from 1120, by which 
the Archbishop of York granted civic privileges and market rights to the town, Beverley 
has never been a member of the medieval Hanseatic League. Nevertheless, the town 
was certainly connected to it through regular trade links and its burgesses did extensive 
business with Hanse merchants for hundreds of years. 

The original meaning of the word ‘hanse’ is shrouded in mystery. The first mention in a 
written text occurs in a Bible translation into the Gothic language by Bishop Wulfila in the 

4th cent. A.D. There it was used to describe the unit of Roman soldiers who came to the 
Garden of Gethsemane to arrest Jesus. Consequently, it describes a group of men who 
have come together for a common purpose in order to support and protect each other. 

During the Middle Ages its meaning expanded to mean guilds of North European 
merchants trading across the sea, and became the name for the historic Hanseatic 
League, which dominated Baltic and North Sea trade for over 400 years.  

The League was never a centrally organised institution and although the common 
language of its members was Low German, not all members were German traders. The 

12th and 13th century was a time of expanding populations and economic development 
in Europe. In the territory of the Teutonic Order alone, 1000 villages and circa 100 towns 
were established. Artisans and traders from overpopulated areas of the upper Rhineland, 
Flanders and Westphalia moved into these new settlements along the southern edge of 
the Baltic Sea, and northwards into parts which are now in Russia and Poland. They 
mixed with the Christian native Slavic people, who survived the Northern Crusades. 

The first Hanse merchants carried out their trade in the most unfavourable conditions 
imaginable and set up their business practices accordingly. They operated in lawless 
territories, covering vast distances, and were regarded by the clergy with suspicion as 
usurers. The absence of banks and regulated maritime waters made trade unsafe, and 
this was exacerbated by various forms of piracy and privateering. 



 

 
 

 

 Hanse cog – backbone of maritime trade. 

All the same, they had vital and highly desirable bulky raw materials and manufactured 
goods from Germany to sell, which were exchanged against English wool, cloth and lead. 
The trade started with individual merchants buying small shares of shipping space in 
several ships and equally distributing their goods over several ships. These vessels sailed 
to trade fairs in convoys, often with armed protection. Their destinations remained the 
same for several years. Scarborough, York, Hull and Beverley fairs were among those 
visited. They did not pay agents to sell their goods, but instead used kinship ties and 
family members to represent them. These provided a reciprocal service for their partners. 
This business practice was unique in the world. Only the north African Maghribi are known 
to have used a similar form of trading.  

Although hazardous and risky, trade expanded and flourished and many merchants and 
their home towns became very wealthy. Naturally, they began to form an elite and 
controlled their local councils. They used their sheer economic power to form cartels and 
monopolies. 

There were regular merchant meetings in Lübeck. The first such Hanse Day took place 
in 1361. Policy issues where dealt with by the towns, but individual merchants acted 
purely in their economic interest. However, control was maintained. Just as you could 
exclude your fraudulent business partner, a town could also be excluded from the 
membership of the League which meant you were excluded from the guild and the 
business community. Wealthy cities such as Cologne could ignore expulsion, at least for 
a few years, but normally, the reciprocal arrangement meant merchants didn’t dare ruin a 
partner’s trust. After all, he possessed the local knowledge, was familiar with the local 
market and maintained extensive business and personal contacts.  

Whereas Cologne and Westphalian cities traded via the Steelyard, (the mighty 
‘Hansekontor’ in London), the so called ‘Easterlings’ of the Hanse towns of the Baltic, 
such as Lübeck, Elblag (Elbing) and Gdansk (Danzig) to name but a few, went every year 
to Lincolnshire and the ‘Great Port of Hull’. 



 

 
 

 

House of the merchant guild and the adjacent town hall - Gdansk.  

The main exports from our coast were of course wool, lead and leather. During the early 
days of the Hanseatic League it managed to jealously guard its privileges and monopoly 
of overseas trade, but when Edward III encouraged Flemish weavers to set up their 
manufacture of English cloth in towns such as Beverley, things began to change. Up until 
then, all English wool went to the Continent to the great cloth producing centres via the 
Hanse. The finest ware was produced in Flanders and was expensive. 

However, as Baltic populations grew, English cloth became a much sought-after 
commodity. Soon, instead of exporting raw wool, the finished item was sent. The cloth 
trade expanded quickly and English merchants building on their long-standing 
partnerships with Hanse merchants began to develop their maritime trade in the Baltic. 
We know of an English wool staple in Elblag (Elbing) and of circa 150 English merchants 
trading in Gdansk (Danzig) asking to bring their families and settle permanently there. 
Many of them came from, York, Beverley and Hull. 

The East Company of the Merchant Adventurers was the English response to Hanseatic 
domination in maritime trade. 

There are so many stories to tell of how these enterprising local traders and merchants 
conducted their daily lives and interacted with the culture of their partners and competitors 
from abroad. 

Eva La Pensée 

 

Heritage Open Days 2020 

It seems an age ago since that sun-filled September when we held Heritage Open Days 
across Beverley, in the brief interval between two lockdowns. Using our great churches 
and many splendid gardens (altogether we had 21 events over 3 days) we packed in a 
record number of visits, over 8000. No-one has reported any ill effects, and at the end of 



 

 
 

Sunday the amazing garden owners and the army of volunteers were worn out but very 
happy. Our thanks to everyone who helped: we could not have done it without all of you. 

Our success took us into the national headlines, as Beverley was selected by the London 
HQ as a special case study, along with a selection of other places from all over England. 

Next year Heritage Open Days are already announced, and we will concentrate on 10th-
12th September, finalising the programme in March. We hope that by then the pandemic 
will be under control; and we wait to see what the theme will be for the 2021 Festival. 
Looking forward to it already… 

Barbara English and Rosie Ryan 

 

HOD visitors listening to the guide in the Minster’s Secret Garden (Barbara English) 

 

Three New Beverley Booklets 

Three handsomely illustrated booklets relating to the Minster and St Mary’s have recently 
been issued, their covers illustrated here: 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Curious Carvings: the roof bosses of St Mary’s Beverley by Jennie England is published 
by St Mary’s Church (2020). It illustrates some of the amazing Tudor bosses in the church, 
with an introduction, plans to help the viewers identify the bosses, and a detailed note on 
each subject. The research into the bosses is funded by a major Heritage Fund grant, for 
which Dr England is the Heritage Learning Officer. A beautiful book for any age to enjoy. 
42pp. Price £5, via the church in person in normal times or on line from 
www.shopstmarysbeverley.org.uk 

Sanctuary: Beverley, a Town of Refuge by Martyn Kirby is published by Beverley Minster 
(2020). It is a new edition of a book long been out of print, and covers the history of the 
Minster’s role as a major sanctuary for more than 500 years. The illustrations are of great 
interest, including pictures of the medieval sanctuary register recording the names of 
those who took refuge here, where they had come from, their occupations and their 
crimes. Sanctuary is the subject of the Minster’s current Heritage Fund grant, with modern 
and medieval implications for our town. 41pp. Price £7.60, on line from 
https://beverleyminster.org.uk/store/ and (in normal times) from the Minster bookshop. 

Stained Glass in Beverley Minster: celebrating thirteen centuries since the death of Saint 
John of Beverley in 721, by a number of authors, is published by the Friends of Beverley 
Minster (2020). We read the stories of people depicted in the windows, ranging from St 

John and Bede in the 8th century to the war dead of the 20th century. The use of drone 
cameras shows small high-up details of the windows for the first time. The Minster has 
lost most of its medieval glass, but what survives is shown here, and the booklet 

concludes with the 21st century Pilgrim Window. 41pp. Price £7.60, on line from 
https://beverleyminster.org.uk/store/   and (in normal times) from the Minster bookshop. 

Barbara English 

 

 



 

 
 

Beverley Civic Society’s History Boards: Ten Up 

 

Photo courtesy of Beverley Life 

The tenth in the series of history boards is now in place in Eastgate, close to Friary Walk 
which leads to the Friary and Eastgate site. These boards have been warmly welcomed 
by visitors and residents. Planning began in 2017 under the leadership of John Bird. The 
designs of the later boards have been executed by Kloskk Tyrer, who combines design 
skills with a wide knowledge of pictorial sources, based on the superb collections of ERYC 
in the Guildhall, where she works, and in the Treasure House. Without her help the boards 
would not have been so successful, and we are grateful to her and to the Museum Service 
for her time and patience, as the text authors changed their minds for the umpteenth time. 

For successful they have been. There are boards for North Bar Within, Saturday Market, 
Wednesday Market, the Minster area, Flemingate, Hall Garth, three identical boards for 
Westwood, and now this new Friary & Eastgate addition. As you walk around town, you 
can see people studying them: this is particularly true of North Bar Within, and Westwood, 
where during the hot and Covid-dominated summer of 2020, far more people walked. 

The funding of the boards came from the Society’s funds, and also from Flemingate for 
that board, and ERYC for the Hall Garth and the present board. All the boards are online 
at the Beverley Civic Society website, and you can if you wish print them off. Google 
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk where you will find the boards under Projects. 



 

 
 

We realise that there are very interesting parts of the town which we have not yet covered, 
and in future there may be more boards: the Society would be very happy to have 
suggestions where these might be placed. 

Barbara English  

 

******* 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Neil King, Toad Hall, 70 Lairgate, Beverley HU17 8EU 

Tel: 01482 862752      email: neilandsarah@mansle.karoo.co.uk 

 

Please send material by email if possible: this saves re-typing. However, if you do 
not use email all contributions and letters, no matter how brief, are welcome. 

The deadline for copy to be included in the Spring 2021 Newsletter is 

Sunday 28th February 2021. 

Please note this date in your diary if you are likely to contribute 

 

  

Affiliated to Civic Voice and Yorkshire and Humberside Association of Civic Societies 

www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk 

  

 

...as Tiny Tim observed, God bless Us, Every One  



 

 
 

 


